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SpanishRailwaysFoundationҦ public entity since1985 of Ministry of
TransportsandSustainableMobility

Patronage: its Presidentisw9bC9ΩǎPresident(PublicRailwayCompany),
and its Vice-President is !5LCΩǎPresident (Railways Infrastructures
Manager). Othermembers: Regionalrailwaycompanies,subways,Χ.

Objectives: research,maintenanceof ǊŀƛƭǿŀȅǎΩcultural heritage,and the

coordination and promotion of the SpanishVías Verdes / Greenways

Programmesince1993

Foundingpatrons

Patrons



The Spanish Greenways Foundation Prepared in 1993 the
Inventory of Disused Railway Linescommissioned by, at that 
time, Ministry of Public Works, Transport and Environment/ 
Renfeand Feve

7.600 km 
disused 

railway lines

Å 954 stations

Å 501 tunnels

Å 1.070 bridges

DISUSED RAILWAYS LINES IN SPAIN (1993) 



1994: the brandά±Ɲŀǎ Verdesέ (Greenways) was
registered. The use of this brand is legally restricted in 

Spain to old railway infrastructure reused as non-
motorized, sustainable itineraries



1995Ҧ ǘƘŜ four entities promoting the Spanish Greenways 
Programmesigned an Agreement to άǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ the 
establishment of these Greenways to ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭέ

Adif and FEVE (integrated into ADIF): provision of abandoned 

railways, both infrastructure and buildings

Spanish Railways Foundation, Ministry of Transport and Sustainable 

Mobility Ҧ advising, revitalizing and promoting of Greenways at the 

state level

Ministry of Public Works, 

Transport and Environment / 

Ministry of Agriculture, 

FisheriesandFood Ҧ Annual 

allocation in General State 

Budgets to execute works ς

Natural  Trails Programme 

(Caminos Naturales) (2004)

54%
46%

Conditionated Greenways km

Ministry of Agriculture, 
FisheriesandFood(and 
previous)

Regional & Local Public
Administration



All Regions (except Canarias)

Provincial and Regional public bodys

More than 700 municipalities and Associations / Consortiums

ωResponsable of:

VDraftingof of studiesand engineeringprojects

VObtaining patrimonial disposaloverbuildingsand infrastructure

VManagement, maintenance& promotion

Regional & Local implication:

Close collaboration between bodies of Public Administration

The Spanish Railways 
Foundation has drafted 
more than 100 technical 
projects for the recovery 
of these infrastructures



Today, after 30 years of existenceê

The

progress is

surprisingly

positive!!!



March 2024

139 
Greenways: 
Non-
motorised 
itineraries

3.488 km 
(including 
works)

120 
rehabilitated 
railway 
buildings Å113 km / yearς46% of disusedrailway lines

ÅInitial investment: 217,5 MillionsƻŦ ϵ

Disused
Railway
Lines



Recovery of Railway Heritage: rails, engineering 

elements, tunnels, viaducts and stations

GOALS: 



In 1993 there were 1.070 railways abandoned 
viaducts and bridges 



Rehabilitationof viaductsand railway bridges



Attractive designfor new footbridges



Attractive designfor new footbridges



In 1993Spainhad 501tunnels in abandonedrailwayslines.
Spainis, after Switzerland,the secondmost mountainous
country in Europe...

The guaranty for Universal accessibility,



Ease,SecurityandAccessibilityfor EVERYONE
The importance of recovering tunnels and bridges in order to
guaranteeaccessibility

#Greenways4ALL Ҧ The 
most inclusive itineraries for 
access to nature

GOALS: 

The big difference apart 
from other type of routes, trails or itineraries



Datos España peninsular y Baleares

Altitud media: 686m

Superficie +1000 m: 183km2

Superficie total: 499km2

Pico más alto 
(Mulhacén): 3480m

12 Vías Verdes (300 km) are situated
over1.000 m altitude



Lappi (Finlandia) con 

2,0 habitantes por km² 

Escocia con 9,0 habitantes por 

km² 

Soria y Teruel (España) con 

9,25 habitantes por km² 

Territories are 
considered 
unpopulated 
when there is a 
density of < 8 
inhabitants per 
km.

High correlation 
between 
mountain areas 
and unpopulated 
areas



άEmpty{Ǉŀƛƴέ or άEmptiedέ 

ωMore than 50 
Vías Verdes are in 
minicipalities
with < 15 
hab/km2, 

ωMore than 1.100 
km of Vías 
Verdes are in the
άEmpty{Ǉŀƛƴέ

ω33% of the
Network



As non-motorised itineraries, that promote sustainable 

mobility, healthy leisure, sustainable rural development, active 

and accessible tourism: Hiking and Cicloturism

GOALS: 



Vías Verdes are part of the new tourism markets

Tourism is the first economicalactivity in Spain (13% of  GDP in 

2023), but still nearlybasedonŀ άSunϧ .ŜŀŎƘέ model.  

Record: 85 Millions of International tourists last year!!


