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Plastics and microplastics

Plastics are organic polimers used in a wide array of applications
Inappropriate disposal of plastic waste results in environmental
contamination

Breakage of fragmentation of plastic waste originate
micro(nano)plastics

Microplastics are plastic items in 1 pg - 1,000 ym size range

Small size, abundant, easy to be transported



Looking for macroplastics

In 2020, macroplastics were collected along normal access paths leading to
some peaks of glacier massifs from Central-Western Alps
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#Qfigin of macroplastics

T1 = Cima di Solda T6 = Gnifetti
T2 = Tre Cannoni T7 = Breithorn
T3 = Cevedale

T4 = Forni Glaciers

T5 = Indren/Gnifetti
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Looking for microplastics
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Explormg the presence of mlcroplast
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/4 £ 28 microplastics/kg sediment

%&% Fibers (65.2%) and fragments (34.8%)

Mean size: 687 = 578 uym
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Microplastics in remot
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Steps forward...
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Do microplastics
cause adverse
effects?
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www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4ywNJoOTe4&t=13s



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4ywNJgOTe4&t=13s
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