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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

 

2019 FORUM OF THE EUROPEAN STRATEGY 
FOR THE ALPINE REGION. THE ITALIAN 
PRESIDENCY PRESENTS THE RESULTS OF A 
YEAR OF ACTIVITY WITH 7 STATES AND 48 

REGIONS 

28th- 29th November, Palazzo Lombardia (Mi-
lan) - Launch of the 3rd FORUM of the Euro-

pean Strategy for the Alpine Region (EUSALP) 
- organized by the Lombardy Region, the 
Government and the European Commission to 
conclude the Italian Presidency;  the UNI-

MONT Centre – CrC Ge.S.Di.Mont., right from 
the start of the process has been supporting 
the Lombardy Region in the leadership of Ac-

tion Group 1, and presents the workshop 
“The Alps: a unique laboratory for sustaina-
ble development" to be held on November 

29th at 8.45 am. 

The forum will be attended by the main 
stakeholders of the Alpine Region and the 

most important institutional representatives 
of Italy and the European Commission. The 
session "THE FUTURE OF THE EUSALP POLITI-

CAL STATEMENT" will be opened on 29th No-
vember by Giuseppe Conte, President of the 
Council of Ministers of the Italian Republic, 
and by Johannes Hahn, European Commis-

sioner for Neighborhood Policy and Enlarge-
ment Negotiations, to provide joint and spe-
cific insight into the opportunities and the fu-

ture of EUSALP for the younger generations. 

The Alpine Macroregional Strategy (EUSALP), 
launched in 2016, supports competitiveness, 

innovation and sustainability in the Alpine Re-
gional Area belonging to Italy, Germany, 
France, Slovenia, Liechtenstein, Switzerland 

and Austria as its main objective. These areas 
represent one of the largest natural, eco-
nomic and productive European areas. 

 

 

UNIMONT PARTICIPATES IN THE MEETING 
"RETHINKING TERRITORIAL EQUILIBRIUMS 

BETWEEN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS IN THE 
EUROPEAN MOUNTAINS" IN BRUSSELS  

20th November 2019 - The Research Center 

in Sustainable Management and Protection 
of Mountain Areas - Ge.S.Di.Mont. of UNI-
MONT, Centre of Excellence of the Univer-
sity of Milan located in Edolo (Bs), was 

among the protagonists of the meeting or-
ganized by EUROMONTANA on the need to 
create bridges and links between urban ar-

eas and rural and mountain areas, so as to 
promote the territorial development of lo-
cal communities. 

The experience of the Edolo Campus was pre-

sented by Prof.ssa Anna Giorgi, director of 
CrC Ge.S.Di.Mont. in the intervention enti-

tled: "Adapting teaching and research to the 
needs of mountain communities: how does 
the University of Milan (UNIMONT) accept this 
challenge?" 

The workshop "Rethinking territorial equilib-
riums between urban and rural areas in the 

European mountains: how can innovation sup-
port solutions beneficial for all?", organized 
by EUROMONTANA, represented a moment of 

practical and international comparison to 
promote the development of European moun-
tain areas, exploring the changes underway in 
the territorial relationships between rural ar-

eas, especially mountain areas, and urban ar-
eas. According to EUROMONTANA mountain 
territories should be recognized not only for 

their landscapes and good quality of life, but 
also for their skills, economic contribution, 
innovation capacity and ecosystem services, 
in a winning combination with neighboring 

cities. 

The meeting was attended by representatives 

of the European Commission, researchers and 
representatives of territorial government 
bodies, in order to understand how to inte-
grate this vision into future European cohe-

sion policies. 

 

TREE: HERO PROJECT CONTINUES:  

After four challenging days for the research-
ers of the TREE: HERO project, the XII Na-
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tional Congress of the Italian Society of Silvi-
culture and Forest Ecology (SISEF) entitled 

"The useful science for forests: research and 
transfer" held in Palermo between 12th and 
15th November 2019 has now finished. The re-

search group led by professors Gian Battista 
Bischetti (UNIMI-UNIMONT), Tommaso Sitzia 
(UNIPD) and Massimiliano Schwarz (BFH) pre-
sented the intermediate project results ob-

tained from the processing of forest surveys 
conducted in the summer. In particular, Dr. 
Edoardo Alterio, author of the report "The in-

fluence of forest structure on root reinforce-
ment: an alpine study experience" showed in-
teresting relationships between some struc-
tural features of the woods, such as the dom-

inant height and the main arboreal species of 
the population, with the protective function 
of the forest, assessed as soil reinforcement 

by the root system, with a view to reducing 
landslide risk. This work reinforces the hy-
pothesis that silviculture - the main tool for 
forest management - specifically planned for 

each particle or wooded slope, is the key to 
achieving maximum efficiency not only in 
terms of production but also, and above all, 

of protection. For further information, visit 
https://www.unimontagna.it/progetti/tree-
hero/ 

 

 

CALLS, INTERNSHIPS AND WORK 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMPETITION FOR A 
ONE-YEAR TYPE B RESEARCH GRANT FOR 

COLLABORATION IN RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 

The Ge.S.Di.Mont. Research Center - Depart-
ment of Agricultural and Environmental Sci-

ences of the University of Milan has estab-
lished a TYPE B RESEARCH GRANT lasting one 
year, which will take place at the Mountain 
University - Center of Excellence of the Uni-

versity of Milan situated in Edolo, as part of 
the research project entitled: "Sustainable 
Enhancement of Viticulture of the Valleca-

monica” Val.So.Vi.Ca. 

The applicant will work on developing and ex-
perimenting innovative methods that are ef-

fective in promoting technical-scientific links 
with partners and stakeholders involved in re-
search initiatives in the wine and typical agri-

food products sector and in the enhancement 
of mountain areas, in order to effectively im-
plement the third mission activities of the 
Edolo center. 

Applicants must meet the following require-
ments: 

• Previous experience in research activity in 

the field of issues related to viticulture, tra-
ditional food production and sustainable de-
velopment of mountain areas; 

• Experience in the field of scientific dissem-

ination and third mission; 

• Work/research experiences in the context 
of regional, national and/or European pro-

jects, in particular research activities related 
to the characteristics and peculiarities of 
mountain food supply chains, the use of inno-
vative technologies, methods and tools for 

dissemination of scientific culture and strat-
egies for promoting the development of 
mountain areas will be considered an added 

value; 

• Willing to travel; 

• Knowledge of English 

Applications must be submitted by 5th De-

cember, 2019 

 

INTERNSHIP PROPOSAL: A STUDY ON THE 

MONITORING OF SOIL PROTECTION WORK 

Defense works are fundamental elements in a 
river environment and perform functions re-
lated to the protection of inhabited areas and 

infrastructures. The evaluation of these func-
tions is a fundamental first step for the plan-
ning of ordinary maintenance (systematic, ef-

ficient and long-lasting) of waterways and 
takes place through the census and monitor-
ing of the temporal evolution of the function 
for which they were designed. 

The thesis will take place over a period of a 
minimum of 6-8 months and will require the 
undergraduate to improve his/her skills in 

data collection in the field (from an organiza-
tional and engineering point of view), in the 
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organization of information and in the draft-
ing of a final summary. 

In particular, the study will focus on the cen-
sus of non-surveyed works, comparing data 
present in the databases of the Lombardy Re-

gion, on the evaluation of the state of con-
servation and the functional status of the 
same, and on the planning of maintenance 
operations. 

The study area is the river Oglio before it 
reaches Lake Iseo (some sections from Ponte 
di Legno, BS to Costa Volpino, BG). Ability to 

work independently, good organization and 
basic training in this sector will be necessary 
to carry out the thesis work. Required skills: 
use of GIS systems (QGis) and Office package. 

 

INTERNSHIP PROPOSAL: ASSESSMENT OF 

THE QUALITY OF ITALIAN SAFFRON PRO-

DUCED IN 2018 

The main objective of the internship is to 
evaluate the quality of the saffron produced 

in Italy in 2018. The student will carry out 
analysis of the spice produced by over 100 
farms according to the analytical methods 

defined by ISO 3632 1,2:2010/2011. The ana-
lyzes will be conducted at the laboratories of 
the CRC Ge.S.Di.Mont. (Edolo) and will take 
place from January to April 2020. The data 

collected will then be analyzed statistically. 

 

ITALIAN MOUNTAIN LAB 

 
The Italian Mountain Lab project - FISR pro-
ject, special supplementary research MIUR 

fund, headed by UNIMONT-University of Mi-
lan in partnership with the University of 
Eastern Piedmont and the University of 

Tuscia, aims to establish a high level training 
and research laboratory for the Italian moun-
tains. 

 

 
 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT FOR MOUN-
TAIN AREAS 
 
Enrolment for the Advanced Course in Project 

Management for Mountain Areas will open 
soon. 

The course will be held in March and April for 
a total of 50 hours divided as follows: 

• 32 hours of theory Lessons available at the 
Mountain University in Edolo (BS) or through 
blended learning, with the opportunity to fol-

low lessons remotely through the virtual 
classroom and e-learning platform; 

• 18 hours of Practical lesson workshops on-
site at the Mountain University, in Via Morino 

8, Edolo (BS). 

The deadline for enrolment is 5th February 
2020. 

Graduates of any class (I or II level) can ac-
cess the course. 

The advanced course will be an in-depth 

study and greater systematization of profes-
sional knowledge and skills on the subject of 
project planning and management, in re-
sponse to European, national and regional 

calls for proposals concerning the develop-
ment of Mountain areas. 

The main objectives of the course are: 

• to reinforce technical and professional 
knowledge, useful for orienting oneself in the 
panorama of financing programs for mountain 
planning 

• to investigate the specific management 
phases of European and international financ-
ing programs; 

• to improve skills in the phases of stake-
holder engagement, construction of local, na-
tional and international networks. 

 

CO.R.I.MONT. - COORDINATION OF ITALIAN 

NETWORKS FOR MOUNTAIN AREAS  

Thanks to its consolidated experience in the 
analysis and study of the complex issues con-

cerning the mountain territory, as well as in 
promoting and disseminating research and 
training initiatives, providing knowledge 
about and enhancing these areas, UNIMONT is 

promoting networking with the activation of 
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a Coordination of Italian Networks for Moun-
tain Areas - CO.RIMONT. - to favour exchange 

between networks already active for the de-
velopment of the mountain territories, laying 
the foundations for new future alliances. 

This month we highlight: 

Meeting "Éleveurs grimpants. Goat breeding 
in the Aosta Valley. Reality and perspec-
tives", promoted by the Courmayeur Mont 

Blanc Foundation, in collaboration with Cen-
sis and Institut Agricole Régional in Aosta on 
Monday 9th December 2019   

   
 

NEXT  EVENTS  

 

 
5th DECEMBER, 2019 - LIVING IN THE SEIS-

MIC CRATER. EARTHQUAKES IN THE APEN-
NINES BETWEEN PAST, PRESENT AND FU-
TURE 

Seminar transmitted by the University of 

Tuscia 

The team of the Geology and Seismology La-
boratory (GEOLAB) of the University of L'Aq-

uila will deal with the seismic history of the 
Apennines, the peculiar characteristics of 
earthquakes in mountain environments and 
the experience gained in the territories of 

Central Italy affected by earthquakes in 2016 
and 2017. 

After a mention of the seismology of the Ap-

ennines, the meeting will detail the most sig-
nificant phenomena that have affected the 
area of the "crater" in recent years. Particular 
attention will be paid to the earthquake that 

destroyed Amatrice in August 2016. 

Moving from science to technology, emphasis 
will also be placed on the role played by Civil 

Protection before, during and after the earth-
quakes. 

Speakers: Elio Ursini, Gianluca Ferrini, Anto-
nio Moretti - University of L'Aquila 

 

11th DECEMBER 2019 - RACCONTA LA MON-
TAGNA – PRESENTATION OF THE BOOK “AN-

DARE PER SILENZI” BY FRANCO MICHIELI 

BOOK DESCRIPTION: Long crossings from one 
end of Norway to the other, on islands popu-

lated only by flocks of birds, in the midst of 
rocky and wild landscapes, for days or weeks, 
alone and without maps, in absolute silence. 
It seems an immersion in nothingness, instead 

it is an all-encompassing experience: it is not 
the others who mark the way, we choose it at 
every step. Our attention is sharpened, pres-

ence becomes constant: only in this way the 
journey is a true encounter with a participa-
tory environment. Flowing waters trace the 
path, the wind and the rain set the pace, an-

imals are alerted and follow the human’s 
path. Franco Michieli, geographer and ex-
plorer has, for almost forty years, been alter-

nating adventures alone, in pairs and in 
groups, on beaten roads and in uninhabited 
places, relying on the indications of nature, 
certain that a way through will be revealed. 

In this book he retraces some of his journeys 
- from the whiteout of the Icelandic lava de-
sert to the Andean ascents between settle-

ments of ancient spirituality - questioning the 
idea of company: we are more alone in the 
city crowd, where a myriad of stimuli disap-
pears in a thunderous bombardment, than in 

the isolation of the woods, in which silence, 
for those who know how to listen, becomes 
dense with voices. Here, far from technolog-

ical conditioning, our primordial and instinc-
tive connection with nature and with our fel-
low men resurfaces: how can there be soli-
tude among so much animated beauty? 

THE AUTHOR: Franco Michieli, geographer, 
explorer, writer, lives in the Alps and has un-
dertaken about thirty long crossings on foot 

of mountain ranges and wild lands. A scholar 
of the relationships between living beings and 
territories, he has learned to move on un-
known terrain, interpreting nature, such as 

migratory animals and ancient humans, with-
out using maps and technological tools. His 
books include Scrivere la natura (with Davide 

Sapienza, Zanichelli, 2012), Huascarán 1993. 
Verso l'alto. Verso l'altro (Italian Alpine Club, 
2013), La vocazione di perdersi and L'estasi 
della corsa selvaggia (Ediciclo Editore, 2015 

and 2017), for some of which he has received 
important literary awards. 

PUBLISHERS: Sperling & Kupfer 
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12th DECEMBER 2019 - THE HISTORICAL 
CADASTRE AS A GEOGRAPHICAL INFOR-

MATION SYSTEM 

 
The seminar will focus on the possible uses of 

historical cadastral documentation through 
an illustration of the instrument, seen in the 
development of the use of technical cartog-
raphy, and some case studies experimented 

in Valle Camonica. The use of historical land 
registers has now become common practice 
for the study of the territory: they constitute 

a real geographic information system, which 
relates cartography (often the oldest availa-
ble today) with a rich descriptive apparatus 
of territorial objects. The implementation of 

a consultation tool (www.catastistorici.it) 
that provides webGIS access to information 
will also be presented. 

Speakers: Alberto Bianchi and Marco Motti-
nelli - Archimedia Bergamo  

 
16th DECEMBER 2019 THE TERRITORIAL 

AND ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION OF 
MOUNTAIN AREAS –  

The conference aims to analyze the current 

institutional and administrative organization 
of mountain territories. Article. 44, co. 2 of 
the Constitution states that legislation should 
make measures available in favour of moun-

tain areas; in turn, Art. 118, co. 1, of the Con-
stitution, requires that legislators organize 
the attribution of administrative functions in 

mountain territories according to the princi-
ples of subsidiarity, adequacy and differenti-
ation. 

On the basis of these indications, the Italian 

legislator has always been searching for reg-
ulatory and organizational solutions on the 
one hand efficient, but also capable of adapt-

ing to the multiple diversity and needs and 
criticalities of Italian mountain areas. 

The conference will illustrate the current 

regulatory framework, with a look at the ex-
perience of other European countries and 
with considerations regarding possible inno-
vative solutions for the future. 

Speaker: Prof. Mario Gorlani, Professor of 
Public Law at the Department of Economics & 
Management of the University of Brescia. 

Holder of public law and public administra-
tion and territorial autonomy law courses 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

 

Giupponi L., Pilu R., Scarafoni A., Giorgi A. 

(2019). Plant agro-biodiversity needs protec-
tion, study and promotion: results of re-
search conducted in Lombardy region 
(Northern Italy). Biodiversity and Conserva-

tion (online). DOI: 10.1007/s10531-019-
01889-3. https://link.springer.com/arti-
cle/10.1007/s10531-019-01889-3  

Pavlovic R., Panseri S., Giupponi L., Leoni 
V., Citti C., Cattaneo C., Cavaletto M., 
Giorgi A. (2019). Phytochemical and ecologi-
cal analysis of two varieties of hemp (Canna-

bis sativa L.) grown in a mountain environ-
ment of Italian Alps. Frontiers in Plant Sci-
ence. DOI: 

10.3389/fpls.2019.01265. https://www.fron
tiersin.org/arti-
cles/10.3389/fpls.2019.01265/abstract 

Carrer M., Zilio E., Giorgi A. (2019). Il pro-

blema della definizione delle zone montane 
nel diritto. AmbienteDiritto.it 4/2019: 1-21. 
ISSN: 1974-9562. https://www.ambientedi-

ritto.it/dottrina/il-problema-della-defini-
zione-delle-zone-montane-nel-diritto/ 

Giupponi L., Giorgi A. (2019). Effectiveness 

of modern leaf analysis tools for the mor-
pho-ecological study of plants: the case 
of Primula albenensis Banfi et Ferl. Nordic 
Journal of Botany. 37(8):e02386. DOI: 

10.1111/njb.02386. https://onlineli-
brary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/njb.02386 

Pagliacci F., Russo M., Pavone P., Giorgi A. 

(2019). Regional structural heterogeneity: 
Evidence and policy implications for RIS3 in 
macro-regional strategies. Regional Studies. 
DOI: 10.1080/00343404.2019.1635689.  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1
080/00343404.2019.1635689 
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A MILANO L’HACKATHON DELLA MONTAGNA  

Mi-Lorenteggio – 27 November 2019 

 

Unimont: workshop su montagna e sviluppo 

sostenibile 

La Statale News UniMi – 26 November 2019 

 

Edolo: gli studenti di Unimont in giuria al 

Winning Ideas Awards 

Gazzetta delle Valli – 24 November 2019 

 

KM ZERO – lo zafferano cresce nella Berga-

masca – Corsa all’oro rosso 

Eco di Bergamo – supplemento – November 

 

Edolo, la montagna da leggere 

Brescia Oggi – 8 November 

 

Valsaviore uno studio per il rilancio 

TeleBoario – 5 November 

 

Appuntamento UniMont Edolo 

Gazzetta delle Valli – 4 November 
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