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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Heritage of memories - learning tourism in 
the mountains 

Thanks to the collaboration underway in the 
Italian Mountain Lab - FISR project, special 
supplementary research fund for the Ministry 
of Education, University and Research (MIUR), 
headed by UNIMONT-University of Milan in 
partnership with the University of Eastern 
Piedmont and the University of Tuscia, there 
was an important conference dedicated to 
"learning tourism" on 22nd and 23rd June 2018 
at Borgomezzavalle, as part of the IV Festival 
dell'Immateriale. 

Tourism is an extraordinary resource for the 
development of mountain areas, capable of 
enhancing mountain communities and com-
bating depopulation and loss of local ameni-
ties. New forms of tourism have been develop-
ing for some time according to principles of 
sustainability and responsibility which require 
the capitalization of cultures and the joint 
work of public and private stakeholders. This 
leads to a form of tourism that constitutes a 
real "learning tourism", which brings tourists 
closer to nature and integrates them in the 
cultural dimension of a territory. 

The conference, promoted by the University of 
Eastern Piedmont, by the Associazione Musei 
d'Ossola and by the Municipality of Borgomez-
zavalle, is part of the Italian Mountain Lab pro-
ject events and has involved three universi-
ties. 

The University of Eastern Piedmont was rep-
resented by the Dean Cesare Emanuel, who 
presided the morning session; Raffaella Af-
ferni, Antonella Capriello, Carla Ferrario with 
"Heritage, communication and highlands, com-
munication models for learning tourism"; 
Cesare Emanuel, Stefania Cerutti, Luigi Gaido 
with "Interaction with the territory: learning 
tourism in the highlands" Guido Lingua with 
"Roots and memories: understanding the spe-
cifics" and Maria Cavaletto with "The cultiva-
tion of hemp between tradition and moder-
nity". During the afternoon session, chaired by 

Roberto Barbato, Edoardo Tortarolo, Daniela 
Piemontino, Davide Porporato, Gianpaolo Fas-
sino spoke about "Rediscovering and communi-
cating mountain knowledge: a historical and 
ethnological reading of alpine tourist guides".  

The University of Tuscia was represented by 
Gianluca Piovesan, Stefano Poponi, Michela 
Picarozzi, Alessandro Ruggieri, Dean of the Uni-
versity of Tuscia, with a contribution regarding 
"Ecotourism: strategies and opportunities for 
development". 

As coordinator and scientific manager of the 
Italian Mountain Lab project, Anna Giorgi of 
UNIMONT intervened at the conference talking 
about "Italian Mountain Lab: a national project 
to transform the territorial and cultural re-
sources of the mountains into added value" 
while Luca Giupponi presented "The botanical 
trail of Mount Cavallo: a UNIMONT proposal for 
the enhancement of the natural and cultural 
heritage of the Orobie Mountains", a project 
that stems from the desire to promote tourism 
through a floristic heritage which is unique in 
the area. 

Summer School at Garibaldi Refuge  

As part of the Italian Mountain Lab project - 
FISR project, special supplementary research 
fund for the Ministry of Education, University 
and Research (MIUR), headed by UNIMONT-
University of Milan in partnership with the Uni-
versity of Eastern Piedmont and the University 
of Tuscia, as part of the educational and net-
working activities, the first Summer School 
took place at the Garibaldi Refuge in Val d'Avio 
- Valle Camonica (BS) from 15th to 17t June 
2018. 

Over 50 participants, including students and 
teachers of high schools in 10 Italian regions, 
winners of the first Italian School Hackathon on 
the Mountains, together with students and 
teachers of the Mountain University, took part 
in a training workshop in Val d'Avio, in Upper 
Valle Camonica. 

From hydroelectric energy to the Great War, 
from Plant and Animal Biology to Climate 
Change: these were just some of the educa-
tional activities which Summer School partici-
pants worked on, with the help of professionals 
and experts from the universities involved. An 
original proposal of "Education and training at 
high altitudes", in direct contact with the 
mountains and its peculiarities, to develop and 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/patrimoni-di-memorie-il-turismo-dellapprendimento-nelle-terre-alte/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/patrimoni-di-memorie-il-turismo-dellapprendimento-nelle-terre-alte/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/summer-school-2018-al-rifugio-garibaldi/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/summer-school-2018-al-rifugio-garibaldi/
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increase the awareness of teachers and stu-
dents towards the opportunities of mountain 
areas on a local, regional and national scale. 

Finally, also on this occasion UNIMONT pro-
moted synergy with an international contest: 
during the Summer School there was also dis-
cussion about Nepal and the Himalayan envi-
ronment. The next appointment with Italian 
mountain hackers will, in fact, be in the high-
lands of Nepal: an autumn mission together 
with colleagues of Kathmandu and Pokhara to 
continue the process of interaction and sharing 
with the communities that live in the moun-
tains and to broaden the range of collabora-
tions, involving all stakeholders and those in-
terested in mountain areas. 

UNIMONT's contribution to the "Re-
Search Alps" project presented at the 
Meeting Tip-Ocse 

The first results obtained by the RE-SEARCH 
ALPS project consortium, which also includes 
UNIMONT - University of Milan, was officially 
presented on 22nd June in Paris during the 51st 
Meeting of the TIP Working Party - OECD - 
"Country updates" session. 

The project, which started in July 2017, is part 
of the Connecting Europe Facility Program: 
Telecom (CEF-TC-2016-2 - Public Open Data) 
and sees the collaboration of UNIMONT - Uni-
versity of Milan with the University of Modena 
and Reggio Emilia – project leaders, the Italian 
(MIUR) and French (MESRI) Ministries of Educa-
tion, University and Research, and the French 
company Sidetrade. 

By June 2019, RE-SEARCH ALPS aims to find, 
consolidate, synchronize and make available 
for researchers and experts, policy makers and 
stakeholders existing data regarding the public 
and private Laboratories and Research Centers, 
active in the seven countries (IT, FR, CH, AT, 
SI, DE, LI) and in the 48 regions of the Alpine 
Region (EUSALP). 

UNIMONT is actively contributing to the imple-
mentation of this important platform which 
will allow users to know what laboratories 
and research centers deal with, where they 
are located, which excellences distinguish 
them according to their field of competence as 
well as their performance (active researchers, 
scientific publications, acknowledgments 
achieved, funded European projects, patents, 
etc.), who the active contributors are in the 

different centers and how they make that cen-
ter excellent, including networks and the flows 
of relationships visible through their websites. 
Research is facilitated through the use of se-
mantic and multilingual search algorithms. 

The Beta version of the platform, with data 
on Italian and French laboratories and research 
centers, is available 
at: http://researchalps.data-publica.com 

UNIMONT at a three day conference for the 
national digital school plan 

FUTURAcqua enlivened the city of Rieti with 
three days of training, innovation, experi-
ences, workshops and shows about the Digital 
School and the Water Cities of the future on 7-
8-9 June 2018. 

On this occasion, the mountains, too, play a 
particularly interesting role in launching a 
strategy of innovation in Italian schools and po-
sitioning the education system in the digital 
age. In fact, on Friday, 8th June, Anna Giorgi of 
UNIMONT - Center of Excellence of the Uni-
versity of Milan in Edolo, as Coordinator and 
scientific manager of the Italian Mountain Lab 
project - FISR project, special supplementary 
research fund for the Ministry of Education, 
University and Research (MIUR), intervened 
during the session WATER, A MOUNTAIN OF 
ENERGY - Education regarding environmen-
tal heritage: accessibility, participation and 
digital culture. 

The Italian Mountain Lab project, set up by the 
Mountain University in collaboration with the 
University of Eastern Piedmont and the Univer-
sity of Tuscia, aims to promote a training and 
research laboratory regarding the Italian 
mountains, which also involves the awareness 
of Italian high schools, through the establish-
ment of a technological and digital platform 
able to build on common competences and 
experiences present in Italy, overcoming 
physical distances. 

For the whole school community and citizens in 
general, it was a unique opportunity to ex-
plore, deepen and live the themes of the Na-
tional Plan for the Digital School #PNSD in Italy.  

UNIMONT at the 2018 Forum Alpinum  

After the Forum Alpinum 2014 "Alpine Re-
sources. Use, valorisation and management 
from local to macro-regional scale", held in 
Darfo Boario Terme (BS) under the Italian pres-

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/il-contributo-di-unimont-nel-progetto-re-search-alps-presentato-al-meeting-tip-ocse/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/il-contributo-di-unimont-nel-progetto-re-search-alps-presentato-al-meeting-tip-ocse/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/il-contributo-di-unimont-nel-progetto-re-search-alps-presentato-al-meeting-tip-ocse/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/il-contributo-di-unimont-nel-progetto-re-search-alps-presentato-al-meeting-tip-ocse/
http://researchalps.data-publica.com/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-una-tre-giorni-per-il-piano-nazionale-scuola-digitale/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-una-tre-giorni-per-il-piano-nazionale-scuola-digitale/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-al-forum-alpinum-2018/
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idency of the International Scientific Commit-
tee for Alpine Research (ISCAR), represented 
by Anna Giorgi of the Mountain University - 
Edolo centre of the University of Milan, 
UNIMONT participated in the Forum Alpinum 
2018. 

The Forum Alpinum is a scientific conference 
that promotes international cooperation for re-
search on topics of relevance in the Alps. This 
year, the Forum Alpinum identified the key el-
ements for the use and management of water 
resources, analyzing any conflicts and evaluat-
ing possible solutions. 

NEMOR - Network for European Mountain Re-
search was also presented during the Forum Al-
pinum on 6th June - the new European network 
of researchers which aims to promote research 
and sustainable development for mountain ar-
eas in Europe, of which UNIMONT is among the 
founding members thanks to its experience in 
the valorisation of mountain areas, as well as 
in interacting with the European and interna-
tional context. 

racCONTA LA MONTAGNA: end of the first 
edition, new ideas for upcoming events 

At the end of the first edition of racCONTA LA 
MONTAGNA, set up to remember Alida Bruni, 
the friend and collaborator of the Mountain 
University - Edolo campus of the University of 
Milan, UNIMONT would like to thank all the 
participants and the protagonists of the meet-
ings, from the authors to the students, from 
the consortia to the organizers, and to give a 
brief report on the success of the event. 

Including the first meeting at CIME A MILAN, on 
11th December, 2017, a total of seven authors 
met UNIMONT students, the Valle Camonica au-
dience and all the literature and mountain lov-
ers who connected via the virtual classroom. 
Our intention was to talk about books and dis-
cuss them with authors who tell of mountains 
without the heroism of the great ascents and 
an excessively athletic approach to the moun-
tain territory, but also seeking to avoid stereo-
types that become folklore, kitsch, vernacular 
of the good mountain man, a worker in any case 
marginalized by contemporary society. 

We thought that the attention could, and may 
also for the future, be aimed above all at texts 
that seek new and more complex meanings re-
garding life in the mountains. Books related to 
experiencing this exceptional environment, or 
expressing the wonder and the states of mind 

aroused by the spectacle of nature which has 
deteriorated or been eliminated elsewhere. 
Books that talk about a new mountain territory 
because they talk about new mountain people. 

So, we started from a philosopher of cognitive 
sciences to read and comment on the “Lezione 
del freddo" by Roberto Casati. The observation 
and cognition of reality is the basis of any sci-
ence and knowledge. The cold, and more gen-
erally the climate, is an essential paradigm for 
life in the mountains. Evolution and climate has 
determined, and does so more and more, cul-
tures, evolutionary processes, economies, in 
the mountains more than elsewhere. 

The second book told us about the extraordi-
nary journey from Trieste to Montecarlo made 
by Professor Marcello Duranti: embracing the 
entire alpine range on foot. The dimension of 
walking, of slowness, allows greater observa-
tion and reflection, and if we take on this 
rhythm and this dimension in the mountains, 
new and different philosophies of life are born. 

Traveling along a mountain route can also be 
seen as a metaphor for a journey full of diffi-
culties not only physical but also psychological. 
The interesting meeting with Francesco Ver-
tua and with his "Dislesia", interpreted the 
mountain as, in addition to a place and a way 
to overcome physical difficulties, even a climb 
in search of a self-difficult to create, to find or 
rediscover. 

The route that connects two neighboring com-
munities because situated on the same moun-
tain, but on different sides, that history has 
placed in different nations, makes us under-
stand how to walk the side of a mountain or a 
ravine, taking one step more to reach the other 
side, for human beings are aspirations greater 
than the mountain itself because the mountain 
is minerality, it is a plant life that separates, 
distinguishes, but in the same idea of sharing 
there is the human need to meet, exchange and 
know. This is the thesis and the development 
of "La via Schener” by Matteo Melchiorre and 
his beautiful book which has helped us under-
stand how even historical research can be ex-
citing. 

We moved on to the Apennines, to know the 
"Geografia commossa dell’Italia minore" by 
Franco Arminio, because Italy is a territory 
with a prevalence of mountains from the Alps 
to Etna. A territory full of villages, of situations 
and assessing similarities and differences is 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/racconta-la-montagna-cala-il-sipario-sulla-prima-edizione-nuove-idee-per-prossimi-appuntamenti/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/racconta-la-montagna-cala-il-sipario-sulla-prima-edizione-nuove-idee-per-prossimi-appuntamenti/
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very important and decisive to understand its 
peculiarities. 

With Pietro Maroè we understood that “La 
timidezza delle chiome” is aimed at offering 
trees a "bright life" and healthy existence. A 
book in which technical elements, life and the 
arborist's craft are combined with a truly spe-
cial philosophy and idea of the plant world. 

Finally, the book “Di questo lavoro mi piace 
tutto" by Marzia Verona told of a world where 
people roll up their sleeves and face difficulties 
every day to fulfill their dream of being a shep-
herd. 

We therefore met figures of new mountain peo-
ple: 

 the university lecturer, a city-dweller, who 
sees, when about to retire, the opportunity 
to travel the mountains and find other and 
perhaps deeper roots, 

 the student for whom the mountains and 
their knowledge are the environment to get 
to know each other and to understand and 
overcome problems; 

 the historian who, following the success of 
his book, becomes a storyteller for tourists, 
with the background of an accordion along 
abandoned steps and paths; 

 the poet who, as a landscaper, promotes 
reading to talk about the inland villages of 
Southern Italian accompanied by the musi-
cal instruments of his son's band; 

 the 24-year-old university student who 
works in an arboriculture company with his 
father to look after ancient and gigantic 
trees; 

 and the shepherd who, finally with a female 
presence, tells us about her flock, about her 
unconditional love for her job, and also 
about no less than 70 new young people un-
der 30 who work as shepherds.  

The meetings also aimed to bring together 
mountain literature and food and wine, so, at 
the end of each meeting participants were able 
to try some local specialities. The Consorzio 
per la Tutela dei vini I.G.T. Valcamonica 
(with the contribution of the  President Silvia 
Toretti and of the Director Sergio Bonomelli), 
the Consorzio per la Tutela del Formaggio 
Silter Camuno-Sebino (with the contribution 
of the Director Oliviero Sisti) and 
the Consorzio della Castagna let us taste their 
products. 

We were able to discover the following compa-
nies in Valle Camonica: 

 Cantina Monchieri – Losine (BS) 

 Azienda Agricola Scraleca - Angolo Terme 
(BS) 

 Cantina Concarena – Capo di Ponte (BS) 

 Azienda Agricola Rocche dei Vignali - Lo-
sine (BS) 

 Cantina Flonno di Sorteni Sandro e Laidelli 
Giacomino - Badetto di Ceto (BS) 

 Cantina CARONA - Novelle di Sellero (Bs) 

 Azienda Agricola “Teresa Dellanoce” – 
Esine (BS) 

 Azienda Agricola Prestello - Malga Arcina 
Bienno (BS) 

Now, UNIMONT is already thinking about the 
next edition of the event, because "events of 
this kind define and highlight the transversal 
and multidisciplinary role that UNIMONT has in 
the promotion of study aimed at the enhance-
ment of mountain areas" says Anna Giorgi. 
"Next year the meetings will include new and 
stimulating literature and, as always, all the 
meetings will also be accessible via streaming, 
through the virtual classroom, and made avail-
able on demand on the UNIMONT portal". 

"An event that proposes books that otherwise, 
unfortunately, I would never have read or 
searched for."  

"The meetings allowed to link the mountains, 
a symbol of uncontaminated nature and beau-
tiful landscapes, to the pleasure of reading. 
With each book presented, they allowed the 
reader to travel to heights never explored, to 
look at them with a different point of view and 
to acquire a greater awareness of the environ-
ment that surrounds them. "  

SERVICES FOR THE MOUNTAINS  

 

WORKING TABLES  

The UNIMONT portal has a section where users 
can find working tables active on topical issues 
for mountain areas, such as the “red gold” of 

http://www.consorziovinivallecamonica.it/
http://www.consorziovinivallecamonica.it/
http://www.consorziovinivallecamonica.it/
http://www.consorziovinivallecamonica.it/
http://formaggiosilter.it/
http://formaggiosilter.it/
http://formaggiosilter.it/
https://www.consorziodellacastagna.it/site/
http://cantinemonchieri.it/
http://www.scraleca.it/
http://www.scraleca.it/
http://www.cantinaconcarena.it/
http://www.rocchedeivignali.it/
http://www.rocchedeivignali.it/
http://www.cantinaflonno.it/
http://www.cantinaflonno.it/
http://www.cantinacarona.it/
https://www.facebook.com/Azienda-Agricola-Dellanoce-Teresa-1534720536837788/
https://www.facebook.com/Azienda-Agricola-Dellanoce-Teresa-1534720536837788/
https://www.facebook.com/barbara.bontempi.92
https://www.facebook.com/barbara.bontempi.92
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/network/tavoli-di-lavoro/
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the Alps and plant agrobiodiversity. The portal 
aims to encourage increasing interaction with 
mountain territories and to link them with the 
subjects responsible for the training and man-
agement/administration of such areas. 

 Plant Agrobiodiversity 

Agro-food in Italy is a sector of great im-
portance and excellence which represents the 
richness and quality of typical Italian products. 
There are still many little known traditional 
plant varieties that deserve to be character-
ized, valorized and protected. The protection 
and enhancement of agro-food heritage is at 
the centre of UNIMONT's attention. Join the 
working table: CLICK HERE 

 Red Gold of the Alps 

The working table on saffron was set up in or-
der to create an agile and reactive platform for 
academics, technicians, enthusiasts and farm-
ers who work with this precious spice. In addi-
tion, it aims to make farmers easier to find for 
those who want to make an ethical choice and 
find locally produced saffron and, above all, it 
is a platform which provides support for scien-
tific experimentation and farmers' needs, 
bringing the world of research closer to that of 
agricultural practices, according to the princi-
ples of EU agricultural policies 2018-2020. Join 
the working table: CLICK HERE 

CALLS, INTERNSHIPS AND JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

CIRCULAR BIO-BASED BUSINESS MODELS FOR 
RURAL COMMUNITIES – CE-RUR-10-2019 

To promote the development of a "bio-based 
economy" in Europe, it is necessary to have 
business models that can be easily replicated in 
a variety of locations and contexts, with rela-
tively low levels of investment, risk and tech-
nical complexity. Rural entrepreneurs working 
in the emerging field of organic activities, in-
cluding farmers, forest owners, their associa-
tions and small rural businesses, should be in-
volved. This will help diversify and revitalize 
the economy and create quality jobs in rural 
areas. 

Type of action envisaged: innovative action (IA) 

The action consists mainly of activities aimed 
at producing plans and provisions or projects 
for new, modified or improved products, pro-
cesses or services. 

For this purpose, it is possible to insert: proto-
typing, testing, demonstration, piloting, large-
scale validation of the product and replication 
on the market. Projects may contain limited 
research and development activities. 

Funding rate: 70%. 

THEMATIC NETWORKS COMPILING 
KNOWLEDGE READY FOR PRACTICE- RUR-15-
2018-2019-2020 

Despite the continued funding of scientific pro-
jects, innovative ideas and methods are not ef-
fectively used and disseminated, and research 
results are often not integrated into agricul-
tural and forestry practices. It is essential to 
act at a European Union level to bridge this 
gap. The national and sectoral systems of agri-
cultural knowledge and innovation (AKISs) are 
not sufficiently connected to fully respond to 
this challenge. More intensive cooperation be-
tween researchers, consultants and farm-
ers/foresters is needed to stimulate exchange 
of knowledge in order to promote economically 
viable and sustainable agriculture and forestry.  

Type of action envisaged: coordination and 
support actions (CSA) 

Financing of projects consisting mainly of ac-
companying measures or complementary activ-
ities, such as: 

 standardization; 

 diffusion; 

 awareness and communication; 

 networking; 

 coordination or support services; 

 political dialogue; 

 exercises and studies of mutual learning; 

 networking and coordination between pro-
grams in different states. 

Funding rate: 100% 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STAYS ABROAD AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCES REGARDING RESEARCH ON THE 
MANAGEMENT OF BIOLOGIC RESOURCES FOR 
A SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF 
AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS - OECD-CRP 
PROJECT 2018  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/agrobiodiversitaUNIMONT/?ref=pages_profile_groups_tab&source_id=120336564832526
https://www.facebook.com/groups/agrobiodiversitaUNIMONT/?ref=pages_profile_groups_tab&source_id=120336564832526
https://www.facebook.com/groups/zafferanoUNIMONT/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/zafferanoUNIMONT/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/circular-bio-based-business-models-rural-communities-ce-rur-10-2019/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/circular-bio-based-business-models-rural-communities-ce-rur-10-2019/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/thematic-networks-compiling-knowledge-ready-practice-rur-15-2018-2019-2020/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/thematic-networks-compiling-knowledge-ready-practice-rur-15-2018-2019-2020/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/thematic-networks-compiling-knowledge-ready-practice-rur-15-2018-2019-2020/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/thematic-networks-compiling-knowledge-ready-practice-rur-15-2018-2019-2020/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/borse-di-studio-per-soggiorni-allestero-e-contributi-per-convegni-internazionali-nellambito-della-ricerca-sulla-gestione-delle-risorse-biologiche-per-uno-sviluppo-sostenibile-dei-sistemi-agricoli/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/borse-di-studio-per-soggiorni-allestero-e-contributi-per-convegni-internazionali-nellambito-della-ricerca-sulla-gestione-delle-risorse-biologiche-per-uno-sviluppo-sostenibile-dei-sistemi-agricoli/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/borse-di-studio-per-soggiorni-allestero-e-contributi-per-convegni-internazionali-nellambito-della-ricerca-sulla-gestione-delle-risorse-biologiche-per-uno-sviluppo-sostenibile-dei-sistemi-agricoli/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/borse-di-studio-per-soggiorni-allestero-e-contributi-per-convegni-internazionali-nellambito-della-ricerca-sulla-gestione-delle-risorse-biologiche-per-uno-sviluppo-sostenibile-dei-sistemi-agricoli/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/borse-di-studio-per-soggiorni-allestero-e-contributi-per-convegni-internazionali-nellambito-della-ricerca-sulla-gestione-delle-risorse-biologiche-per-uno-sviluppo-sostenibile-dei-sistemi-agricoli/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/borse-di-studio-per-soggiorni-allestero-e-contributi-per-convegni-internazionali-nellambito-della-ricerca-sulla-gestione-delle-risorse-biologiche-per-uno-sviluppo-sostenibile-dei-sistemi-agricoli/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/borse-di-studio-per-soggiorni-allestero-e-contributi-per-convegni-internazionali-nellambito-della-ricerca-sulla-gestione-delle-risorse-biologiche-per-uno-sviluppo-sostenibile-dei-sistemi-agricoli/
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The OECD's Co-operative Research Program 
(CRP) 2016-2020 intends to strengthen interna-
tional cooperation between researchers and re-
search institutions from the 24 countries par-
ticipating in the program by offering scholar-
ships to researchers for stays in foreign labora-
tories lasting 6 -26 weeks and contributions for 
the organization of international conferences 
(workshops, congresses, symposia) within the 
following thematic areas: 

 Managing Natural Capital for the Future; 

 Managing Risks in a Connected World; 

 Transformational Technologies and Innova-
tion 

The call promotes: 

 Fellowships 

 Sponsorships for international seminars or 
conferences 

Young Academics Award 

Research and innovation are key elements for 
the promotion of sustainable development in 
the Alps and, in this context, young graduates 
play a key role for the future of the Alps. The 
aim of the young graduates prize is to recognize 
this key role by awarding prizes to excellent 
master's degree theses on important alpine is-
sues. 

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION  

 

Operation "ENTREPRENEURS AND 
INNOVATORS OF THE MOUNTAINS"  

Unimont - Centre of excellence of the Univer-
sity of Milan in Edolo (BS) dedicated to training 
and research for the development of mountain 
areas, as part of the COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT WITH THE LOMBARDY REGION, FOR 
SCIENTIFIC AND APPLIED RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 
AND DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING 
THE LOMBARDY MOUNTAIN TERRITORY pursu-
ant to art. 4 c. 27 of Regional Law 22/2016 
(Presidency – Planning of integrated projects 
for the development of mountain areas), and 
activated in support of the territorial develop-

ment of the mountains- has launched the oper-
ation: "ENTREPRENEURS AND INNOVATORS OF 
THE MOUNTAINS". 

The action consists in opportunities for young 
entrepreneurs and innovators working in the 
Alps to become active partners in a shared pro-
ject that can enhance their business in the 
Mountains. 

OBJECTIVE: to share and promote experi-
ences and contribute as protagonists to the 
relaunching of "vertical" territories, to co-
create services to support economic growth, 
to be involved in the activation of a network 
of high value enterprises for mountain areas. 

TELL US YOUR EXPERIENCE: tell us about the 
history of your company and your experience 
as an entrepreneur at high altitude. Your con-
tribution, combined with data col-
lected and analysed by the UNIMONT multidis-
ciplinary team, will help us to depict the cur-
rent situation, to represent the activities of 
companies operating in different sectors stra-
tegic for the economy of mountain areas and to 
find out about the needs and innovative ideas 
proposed directly by those who work as entre-
preneurs in the territory in order to promote 
the development of useful and free services 
also for you. 

TELL US YOUR EXPERIENCE: 

 Agriculture and breeding > CLICK HERE 

 Trade and crafts > CLICK HERE 

 Tourism sector > CLICK HERE 

 Creative and technological sector > CLICK 
HERE 

RECENT ACTIVITIES 

 

From the Paris agreements to the new EU 
regulation for the inclusion of forests in the 
objectives for reducing greenhouse gases: 
opportunities and challenges for the Italian 
forestry sector 

With the signing of the Paris Agreement in 
2015, forest management has played a key role 
in achieving a balance between emissions and 

http://www.unimontagna.it/young-academics-award-2018/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/operazione-imprenditori-e-innovatori-delle-montagne/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/operazione-imprenditori-e-innovatori-delle-montagne/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/inCCCz
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/FYCCx7
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/FfCCSG
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/RaCCN1
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/RaCCN1
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/dagli-accordi-di-parigi-al-nuovo-regolamento-ue-per-linclusione-delle-foreste-negli-obiettivi-di-riduzione-dei-gas-serra-opportunita-e-sfide-per-il-settore-forestale-italiano/
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http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/dagli-accordi-di-parigi-al-nuovo-regolamento-ue-per-linclusione-delle-foreste-negli-obiettivi-di-riduzione-dei-gas-serra-opportunita-e-sfide-per-il-settore-forestale-italiano/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/dagli-accordi-di-parigi-al-nuovo-regolamento-ue-per-linclusione-delle-foreste-negli-obiettivi-di-riduzione-dei-gas-serra-opportunita-e-sfide-per-il-settore-forestale-italiano/


Notiziario N° 115 - UNIMONT 

 
reduction of greenhouse gases in the atmos-
phere, to be achieved both through a reduction 
in emissions related to deforestation and a 
strengthening of absorption related to forest 
management. 

The new National Forest Code which has re-
cently come into force coincides, at a European 
level, with the approval of the new EU regula-
tions for the inclusion of the forestry sector in 
the objectives of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. The commitments envisaged by the 
new legislation in particular include the man-
datory reporting of carbon stored in wood prod-
ucts, and a new way of calculating the emis-
sions and reduction of greenhouse gases at-
tributable to forest management, through a 
reference level based on the definition of pre-
vious and future management practices, the 
implementation of which is the sole responsi-
bility of each individual country. 

For Italy the implementation of this regulation 
can represent not only a challenge but also an 
opportunity for a further relaunch of the entire 
forestry production chain. For this purpose it is 
desirable to plan the use of forest resources 
specifically, with innovative analysis tools able 
to identify integration strategies between 
functions that are not only complementary, 
such as protection and carbon-retention, but 
often also competitive, such as the enhance-
ment of wood resources and the functional re-
covery of the large amount of coppice areas in 
Italy. 

Saffron: botanical, agronomic-productive 
and qualitative characteristics 

The cultivation of saffron (Crocus sativus L.) is 
in continuous expansion in Lombardy and in It-
aly in general especially in mountain farming 
environments where a spice of excellent qual-
ity that can be a supplement for the income of 
small and medium-sized farms can be pro-
duced. 

The conference presented the characteristics 
of saffron. In particular, aspects related to the 
biology of saffron and the good practices that 
farmers must follow to cultivate the plant and 
produce a high quality spice were addressed. 
During the conference aspects related to the 
world production of saffron, health character-
istics and spice quality assessment (with par-
ticular reference to ISO 3632 1,2: 2010-2011) 
were also dealt with. 

The conference is aimed primarily at farmers 
and/or enthusiasts who want to start cultivat-
ing saffron in the mountain areas of Lombardy 
and who intend to create small supply chains 
based on the use of this spice. 

Saffron: health, legal and product labelling 
aspects 

The conference highlighted the good practices 
and duties of small/medium farms that culti-
vate saffron (Crocus sativus L.) as regards the 
transformation of their product. 

In addition to dealing with aspects related to 
the current legislation both in a national and 
international context, the main methods and 
procedures that allow small saffron producers 
to work guaranteeing an adequate level of 
health and hygiene safety for the product were 
described. 
Special attention was given to the HACCP self-
monitoring manual (Hazard Analysis and Criti-
cal Control Points), mandatory for farms that 
process their products. The issue of labelling 
was also discussed by analysing the provisions 
of EU Regulation 1169/2011. The conference 
was aimed primarily at farmers who intend to 
transform and sell local saffron and/or tradi-
tional Lombard cultivars, as well as all those 
interested in the subject. 

CO.R.I.MONT. 

 

Thanks to its consolidated experience in the 
analysis and study of complex issues concerning 
the mountain territory, as well as in the pro-
motion and provision of initiatives regarding re-
search and training, knowledge dissemination 
and enhancement of these areas, UNIMONT 
promotes networking and the activation of 
Coordination of Italian Networks for the 
Mountains - CO.R.I.MONT. - to promote inter-
action between networks already active in 
the development of mountain areas, laying 
the foundations for new future alliances. 

The Coordination of Italian Networks for the 
Mountains (CO.R.I.MONT.) aims to promote di-
alogue, interaction and collaboration between 
national networks that deal with the develop-
ment of mountain areas through research and 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/zafferano-caratteristiche-botaniche-agronomico-produttive-e-qualitative/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/zafferano-caratteristiche-botaniche-agronomico-produttive-e-qualitative/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/zafferano-aspetti-sanitari-legali-ed-etichettatura-del-prodotto/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/zafferano-aspetti-sanitari-legali-ed-etichettatura-del-prodotto/
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innovation. Each network operates and over-
sees a part of the national mountain terri-
tory, so together can take care of all the Ital-
ian mountains, putting together experiences, 
skills and best practices, enhancing, with a sys-
temic and coordinated approach, interaction 
with the business world and that of public in-
stitutions and policy-makers, which are the 
three interlocutors essential for triggering in-
novative processes in these areas, according to 
the triple helix model of innovation. 

Here are some initiatives of the network!  

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/network/corimont/
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Pavlovic R., Nenna G., Calvi L., Panseri S., Bor-
gonovo G., Giupponi L., Cannazza G., Giorgi A. 
(2018). QUALITY TRAITS OF “CANNABIDIOL 
OILS”: CANNABINOIDS CONTENT, TERPENE 
FINGERPRINT AND OXIDATION STABILITY OF 
EUROPEAN COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE 

PREPARATIONS. Molecules 23(5): 1920. 

Giupponi L., Tamburini A., Giorgi A. 
(2018) PROSPECTS FOR BROADER CULTIVATION 
AND COMMERCIALIZATION OF COPAFAM, A 
LOCAL VARIETY OF PHASEOLUS COCCINEUS L., 
IN THE BRESCIA PRE-ALPS Mountain Research 
and Development 

Hajdari A., Giorgi A., Beretta G., Gelmini F., 
Buratti S., Benedetti S., Mercouri A., Mala X., 
Kabashi S., Pentimalli D., Pula B., Mustafa B. 
(2018). PHYTOCHEMICAL AND SENSORIAL 
CHARACTERIZATION OF HYSSOPUS OFFICINALIS 
SUBSI. ARISTATUS (GODR.) NYMAN (LAMIACEAE) 
BY GC-MS, HPLC-UD_SAD, 
SPECTROPHOTOMETRIC ASSAY AND E-NOSE 
WITH AID OF CHEMOMETRIC TECHNIQUES. Eu-
ropean Food Research and Technology 

Giorgi A. (2018) RICERCA E FORMAZIONE DA E 
PER LA MONTAGNA, Politiche Piemonte 
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