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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

 

UNIMONT Open Day: the university centre 
dedicated to studying the mountains 

At least 90 students from all over Italy on 
Saturday, 19th May, at the Open Day of the 
Mountain University - Centre of Excellence of 
the University of Milan in Edolo 

Great success for UNIMONT Open Day. The 
interest of young people in the mountains is 
increasing year by year. In fact, over 90 
students, together with many parents, 
attended the presentation of the Edolo 
campus given by Prof.ssa Giorgi and Prof. 
Bischetti listening to the testimonies of 
students and graduates  who talked about the 
many curricular and extracurricular activities 
that take place at the Mountain University. 

The continuous dialogue and interaction of 
UNIMONT with public and private, national 
and international, bodies and institutions 
that deal with mountain areas to promote the 
sharing and capitalization of good practices 
and experience was also highlighted. 

The three-year degree course, but also the 
advanced courses, conferences, work tables, 
workshops and research activities of the CRC 
GeSDiMont, explained by lecturers, students 
and graduates, accurately reflected the lively 
atmosphere, interactivity and effectiveness 
of this centre, unique at a national level. 

1st stakeholder meeting of the Italian 
Mountain Lab project 

The Mountain University - Edolo campus of 
the University of Milan, the University of 
Eastern Piedmont and the University of Tuscia 
met the main national stakeholders active in 
the study and enhancement of mountain areas 
on Wednesday, 9th May in Rome, at the 
Ministry of Education, University and 
Research (MIUR), five months after the 
official launch of the Italian Mountain Lab 
project (FISR 2016 project, special 
supplementary fund for MIUR research). 

The purpose of this meeting was to share 
ideas and consolidate coordination between 
the world of research, business and 
government of mountain areas, in order to 
capitalize and enhance existing experiences, 
as well as to identify actions aimed at 
increasing sensitivity and awareness towards 
the problems and opportunities of the 
mountains. Through the sharing of 
information, best practices and experiences 
among a network of stakeholders of the Alps 
and the Apennines, it will indeed be possible 
to achieve highly effective results for 
mountain areas. 

To find a strategy that promotes the theme of 
the development of mountain environments, 
some representatives of the Ministry of 
Education, University and Research also 
intervened to explore and identify possible 
synergies between Italian high schools, the 
University system and the world of research. 

The work was moderated by the three partner 
universities of the Italian Mountain Lab 
project: Anna Giorgi - UNIMONT/University of 
Milan Lecturer, Italian Mountain Lab Scientific 
Coordinator; Cesare Emanuel - Rector of the 
University of Eastern Piedmont; Davide 
Porporato - Professor of the University of 
Eastern Piedmont; Gianluca Piovesan - 
Professor of the University of Tuscia; Stefano 
Poponi - Professor of the University of Tuscia, 
Pierpaolo Danieli - Professor of the University 
of Tuscia; Lorenzo Micheli - Italian Mountain 
Lab Advisor, Mountain-Hack. 

The work table of the national Stakeholders 
saw the participation of: Claudia Sorlini, Vice-
President of the Italian Touring Club and 
professor emeritus of the University of Milan; 
Carlo Personeni, President of FEDERBIM; 
Enrico Petriccioli, Secretary of the Fondazione 
Montagne Italia; Massimo Sabatini, 
Confindustria; Andrea Ferrazzi, Confindustria 
Belluno Dolomiti; Gian Paolo Boscariol, 
representative of the Italian Alpine Club; 
Massimo Castelli, National Coordinator ANCI 
Piccoli Comuni; Daniele Formiconi, Head of 
ANCI Area for Institutional Reforms - Small 
Municipalities/Mountains/Associations. 

Admission open for the advanced course in 
rock art detection 

Admission to the course “Recording rock-art: 

new technologies for documenting and 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/openday2018/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/openday2018/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/1st-stakeholder-meeting-del-progetto-italian-mountain-lab/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/1st-stakeholder-meeting-del-progetto-italian-mountain-lab/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/percorsi-didattici/corso-di-perfezionamento-arte-rupestre/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/percorsi-didattici/corso-di-perfezionamento-arte-rupestre/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/percorsi-didattici/corso-di-perfezionamento-arte-rupestre/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/percorsi-didattici/corso-di-perfezionamento-arte-rupestre/
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managing mountain and valley 

heritage”  opened on Friday, 11th May 2018. 

 

The course, organized by the Mountain 

University (Edolo campus of the University of 

Milan) in collaboration with the Camunian 

Centre for Prehistoric Studies aims to develop 

new professionals for the field and transform 

historical/cultural heritage into a valuable 

lever for regional development and economic 

growth, bringing together complementary 

disciplines so as to create ideas and 

methodologies and enrich the field experience 

of future rock-art specialists. 

The course, which lasts 30 hours, will take 

place entirely in English including both 

theoretical and practical sessions: 

 13th July: first theory lecture at the 

Mountain University in Edolo or via 

streaming 

 3rd - 7th September: practical lectures at 

Camunian Centre for Prehistoric Studies in 

Capo di Ponte 

 

UNIMONT at “Selvatica, Arte E Natura In 
Festival: Sviluppo Sostenibile E Digitale Della 
Montagna” 

For the 7th edition of Selvatica, the festival 
dedicated to nature that involves the whole 
town of Biella until 24th June, Anna Giorgi of 
the Mountain University - University of Milan 
has been invited to take part in the 
conference dedicated to High Schools of the 
Biella area, to talk about the sustainable and 
digital development of mountain areas. 

The Selvatica festival aims to bring together 
creativity and research in a series of events 
that combine art exhibitions with moments for 
comparing ideas and sharing cultural aspects, 
dedicated to the enhancement and protection 
of nature, the environment and territories. 
The historical actions of Beuys, the Zen 
brushstrokes of Mårtens, the shots of the 
Glanzlichter photography competition: the 
Selvatica festival brings visual arts together 
with the natural wonders of the Earth. 

As regards the development of mountain 
areas, the UNIMONT experience was chosen as 
an example since it has been promoting 
entrepreneurship in the mountains for years, 
through an open dialogue with the main 
stakeholders and with the general public. In 

fact, the Mountain University is a real 
laboratory of experimentation and innovation, 
in the heart of the Alps, which aims to train 
young people enthusiastic about the 
mountains by disseminating, sharing and 
capitalizing good ideas and good practices to 
“do business” in an original and modern way. 

 
SERVICES FOR THE MOUNTAINS  

 

WORKING TABLES  

The UNIMONT portal has a section where users 
can find working tables active on topical 
issues for mountain areas, such as the “red 
gold” of the Alps and plant agrobiodiversity. 
The portal aims to encourage increasing 
interaction with mountain territories and to 
link them with the subjects responsible for 
the training and management/administration 
of such areas. 

 Plant Agrobiodiversity 

Agro-food in Italy is a sector of great 
importance and excellence which represents 
the richness and quality of typical Italian 
products. There are still many little known 
traditional plant varieties that deserve to be 
characterized, valorized and protected. The 
protection and enhancement of agro-food 
heritage is at the centre of UNIMONT's 
attention. Join the working table: CLICK HERE 

 Red Gold of the Alps 

The working table on saffron was set up in 
order to create an agile and reactive platform 
for academics, technicians, enthusiasts and 
farmers who work with this precious spice. In 
addition, it aims to make farmers easier to 
find for those who want to make an ethical 
choice and find locally produced saffron and, 
above all, it is a platform which provides 
support for scientific experimentation and 
farmers' needs, bringing the world of research 
closer to that of agricultural practices, 
according to the principles of EU agricultural 
policies 2018-2020. Join the working table: 
CLICK HERE 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/percorsi-didattici/corso-di-perfezionamento-arte-rupestre/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/percorsi-didattici/corso-di-perfezionamento-arte-rupestre/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en
http://www.unimontagna.it/en
http://www.unimontagna.it/en
http://www.ccsp.it/web/CCSP_home_eng.html
http://www.ccsp.it/web/CCSP_home_eng.html
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-selvatica-arte-e-natura-festival-sviluppo-sostenibile-e-digitale-della-montagna/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-selvatica-arte-e-natura-festival-sviluppo-sostenibile-e-digitale-della-montagna/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-selvatica-arte-e-natura-festival-sviluppo-sostenibile-e-digitale-della-montagna/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-selvatica-arte-e-natura-festival-sviluppo-sostenibile-e-digitale-della-montagna/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/network/tavoli-di-lavoro/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/agrobiodiversitaUNIMONT/?ref=pages_profile_groups_tab&source_id=120336564832526
https://www.facebook.com/groups/zafferanoUNIMONT/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/zafferanoUNIMONT/
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CALLS, INTERNSHIPS AND JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Mountain horticulture and wool mulching 

The internship will take place in Valtellina and 
in collaboration with UNIMONT and 
LEGAMBIENTE VALCHIAVENNA. The following 
activities are planned: 

• to assist the non-profit association 
Legambiente Valchiavenna in its activities to 
promote the use of pastures and mountain 
horticulture through the educational garden of 
the association itself. 

• to follow the activities of horticulture and 
the experimentation of mulching using wool in 
some Valtellina farms which produce saffron. 

Wool, from a resource, has turned into a 
special type of waste but some farmers are 
rediscovering its value as a natural fertilizer 
and mulch which is free of cost and locally 
available. 

The main activity of the internship is the 
evaluation of the effectiveness of recycling 
and of the alternative uses of special wool-
waste as mulching for gardens and crops. 

Floristic and nutritional evaluation of hay 
meadows and hay  

URGENT: an internship to be carried out in Val 
Trompia (BS) for the floristic and nutritional 
evaluation of meadows used for hay 
production and the hay itself. 

The work to be carried out, in agreement with 
the Comunità Montana della Val Trompia, will 
be to monitor the qualitative and quantitative 
production of the hay produced in the typical 
production area of the Nostrano-Valtrompia 
PDO cheese, and to study production 
potential, the problems connected and 
possible improvement actions for sustainable 
future development. 

Students will have to carry out floristic 
relevès on meadows and re-shoots, distributed 
during the hay-making season (May-
September), with collection of samples of 

fresh grass and hay for a subsequent 
nutritional evaluation. 

For obvious logistic reasons students should 
preferably be resident in the area or 
surrounding area, and be able to use their 
own car. 

Internship on the evaluation of the 
efficiency and sustainability of an egg 
production farm 

An internship is available, to be carried out 
during the year 2018, for the assessment of 
management problems and the sustainability 
of a family farm/agritourism of about 200 
laying hens, in Solto Collina (BG). 

The aim of the work is to monitor the 
zootechnical and economic performance of 
the farm for the assessment of the productive 
efficiency and economic sustainability of this 
farm. 

Students should preferably be resident in the 
area, be able to use their own car and will 
have to carry out the work directly in the 
farm during the year 2018. 

Young Academics Award 

Research and innovation are key elements for 
promoting sustainable development in the 
Alps and young academics play a crucial role 
in shaping the future of the Alps. Aim of the 
Young Academics Award is to recognize this 
key role by awarding outstanding master 
theses carried out on relevant alpine topics. 
This initiative is supported by the Austrian 
Presidency of the Alpine Convention, the 
Permanent Secretariat of the Alpine 
Convention and by the Infopoints of the Alpine 
Convention Domodossola (Italy), Grand Paradis 
(Italy), Morbegno (Italy) and Tolmin 
(Slovenia). The initiative is in collaboration 
with ISCAR. 

This edition of the Alpine Convention Young 
Academics Award focuses on the issue of 
“Sustainable water management in the Alps” 
and particularly. 

Public competition for one-year type b 
fellowship for collaboration to research 
activities 

The Dipartimento di Scienze Agrarie e 
Ambientali – Produzione, Territorio, 
Agroenergia – Centro di Studi Applicati per la 
Gestione Sostenibile e la Difesa della 
Montagna –  dell’Università degli Studi di 
Milano carry out a fellowship within the 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/tirocini-tesi/orticoltura-montana-e-pacciamatura-di-lana/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/tirocini-tesi/valutazione-floristica-e-nutrizionale-di-prati/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/tirocini-tesi/valutazione-floristica-e-nutrizionale-di-prati/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/tirocini-tesi/tirocinio-valutazione-efficienza-e-sostenibilita-di-un-allevamento-di-galline-ovaiole/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/tirocini-tesi/tirocinio-valutazione-efficienza-e-sostenibilita-di-un-allevamento-di-galline-ovaiole/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/tirocini-tesi/tirocinio-valutazione-efficienza-e-sostenibilita-di-un-allevamento-di-galline-ovaiole/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/young-academics-award-2018/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/lavoro/bando-di-concorso-per-un-assegno-di-ricerca-di-tipo-b-di-durata-annuale-per-la-collaborazione-ad-attivita-di-ricerca/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/lavoro/bando-di-concorso-per-un-assegno-di-ricerca-di-tipo-b-di-durata-annuale-per-la-collaborazione-ad-attivita-di-ricerca/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/lavoro/bando-di-concorso-per-un-assegno-di-ricerca-di-tipo-b-di-durata-annuale-per-la-collaborazione-ad-attivita-di-ricerca/
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research programme “RE-SEARCH ALPS  – 
Research laboratories in the Alpine Areas – 
Efficient communication strategies for the 
transfer of knowledge, the promotion of a 
systemic approach and the development of 
collaborative services functional to innovation 
in Alpine areas”. 

The research activity will take place at the 
Mountain University – the Edolo campus of the 
University of Milan. 

Application forms must be sent by within 14th 
June 2018. 

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION  

 

Operation  "ENTREPRENEURS AND 
INNOVATORS OF THE MOUNTAINS"  

Unimont - Centre of excellence of the 

University of Milan in Edolo (BS) dedicated to 

training and research for the development of 

mountain areas, as part of the COOPERATION 

AGREEMENT WITH THE LOMBARDY REGION, 

FOR SCIENTIFIC AND APPLIED RESEARCH 

ACTIVITIES AND DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE 

CONCERNING THE LOMBARDY MOUNTAIN 

TERRITORY pursuant to art. 4 c. 27 of Regional 

Law 22/2016 (Presidency – Planning of 

integrated projects for the development of 

mountain areas), and activated in support of 

the territorial development of the mountains- 

has launched the operation: "ENTREPRENEURS 

AND INNOVATORS OF THE MOUNTAINS". 

The action consists in opportunities for young 
entrepreneurs and innovators working in the 
Alps to become active partners in a shared 
project that can enhance their business in the 
Mountains. 

OBJECTIVE: to share and promote 
experiences and contribute as protagonists 
to the relaunching of "vertical" territories, 
to co-create services to support economic 
growth, to be involved in the activation of a 
network of high value enterprises for 
mountain areas. 

TELL US YOUR EXPERIENCE: tell us about the 
history of your company and your 
experience as an entrepreneur at high 
altitude. Your contribution, combined with 
data collected and analyzed by the UNIMONT 
multidisciplinary team, will help us to depict 
the current situation, to represent the 
activities of companies operating in different 
sectors strategic for the economy of mountain 
areas and to find out about the needs and 
innovative ideas proposed directly by those 
who work as entrepreneurs in the territory in 
order to promote the development of useful 
and free services also for you. 

TELL US YOUR EXPERIENCE: 

 Agriculture and breeding > CLICK HERE 
 Trade and crafts > CLICK HERE 
 Tourism sector > CLICK HERE 
 Creative and technological sector > CLICK 

HERE 

 
SEMINARS AND WEBINARS 

 

From the Paris agreements to the new EU 
regulation for the inclusion of forests in the 
objectives for reducing greenhouse gases: 
opportunities and challenges for the Italian 
forestry sector 

With the signing of the Paris Agreement in 
2015, forest management has played a key 
role in achieving a balance between emissions 
and reduction of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere, to be achieved both through a 
reduction in emissions related to 
deforestation and a strengthening of 
absorption related to forest management. 

The new National Forest Code which has 
recently come into force coincides, at a 
European level, with the approval of the new 
EU regulations for the inclusion of the forestry 
sector in the objectives of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. The commitments 
envisaged by the new legislation in particular 
include the mandatory reporting of carbon 
stored in wood products, and a new way of 
calculating the emissions and reduction of 
greenhouse gases attributable to forest 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/operazione-imprenditori-e-innovatori-delle-montagne/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/operazione-imprenditori-e-innovatori-delle-montagne/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/inCCCz
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/FYCCx7
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/FfCCSG
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/RaCCN1
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/RaCCN1
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/dagli-accordi-di-parigi-al-nuovo-regolamento-ue-per-linclusione-delle-foreste-negli-obiettivi-di-riduzione-dei-gas-serra-opportunita-e-sfide-per-il-settore-forestale-italiano/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/dagli-accordi-di-parigi-al-nuovo-regolamento-ue-per-linclusione-delle-foreste-negli-obiettivi-di-riduzione-dei-gas-serra-opportunita-e-sfide-per-il-settore-forestale-italiano/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/dagli-accordi-di-parigi-al-nuovo-regolamento-ue-per-linclusione-delle-foreste-negli-obiettivi-di-riduzione-dei-gas-serra-opportunita-e-sfide-per-il-settore-forestale-italiano/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/dagli-accordi-di-parigi-al-nuovo-regolamento-ue-per-linclusione-delle-foreste-negli-obiettivi-di-riduzione-dei-gas-serra-opportunita-e-sfide-per-il-settore-forestale-italiano/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/dagli-accordi-di-parigi-al-nuovo-regolamento-ue-per-linclusione-delle-foreste-negli-obiettivi-di-riduzione-dei-gas-serra-opportunita-e-sfide-per-il-settore-forestale-italiano/
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management, through a reference level based 
on the definition of previous and future 
management practices, the implementation of 
which is the sole responsibility of each 
individual country. 

For Italy the implementation of this regulation 
can represent not only a challenge but also an 
opportunity for a further relaunch of the 
entire forestry production chain. For this 
purpose it is desirable to plan the use of 
forest resources specifically, with innovative 
analysis tools able to identify integration 
strategies between functions that are not only 
complementary, such as protection and 
carbon-retention, but often also competitive, 
such as the enhancement of wood resources 
and the functional recovery of the large 
amount of coppice areas in Italy. 

Saffron: botanical, agronomic-productive 
and qualitative characteristics 

The cultivation of saffron (Crocus sativus L.) is 
in continuous expansion in Lombardy and in 
Italy in general especially in mountain farming 
environments where a spice of excellent 
quality that can be a supplement for the 
income of small and medium-sized farms can 
be produced. 

The conference will present the 
characteristics of saffron. In particular, 
aspects related to the biology of saffron and 
the good practices that farmers must follow to 
cultivate the plant and produce a high quality 
spice will be addressed. During the conference 
aspects related to the world production of 
saffron, health characteristics and spice 
quality assessment (with particular reference 
to ISO 3632 1,2: 2010-2011) will also be dealt 
with. 

The conference is aimed primarily at farmers 
and/or enthusiasts who want to start 
cultivating saffron in the mountain areas of 
Lombardy and who intend to create small 
supply chains based on the use of this spice. 

Saffron: health, legal and product labelling 
aspects 

The conference will highlight the good 
practices and duties of small/medium farms 
that cultivate saffron (Crocus sativus L.) as 
regards the transformation of their product. 

In addition to dealing with aspects related to 
the current legislation both in a national and 
international context, the main methods and 

procedures that allow small saffron producers 
to work guaranteeing an adequate level of 
health and hygiene safety for the product will 
be described. 
 
Special attention will be given to the HACCP 
self-monitoring manual (Hazard Analysis and 
Critical Control Points), mandatory for farms 
that process their products. The issue of 
labelling will also be discussed by analysing 
the provisions of EU Regulation 1169/2011. 
The conference is aimed primarily at farmers 
who intend to transform and sell local saffron 
and/or traditional Lombard cultivars, as well 
as all those interested in the subject. 
 

RECENT ACTIVITIES 

 

Mycotoxin contamination in zea mays l. 
Presentation of the main mycotoxins that 
can be found on corn grain  

Health requirements related to food resources 
have become increasingly restrictive in recent 
years, ensuring the provision of products 
which are increasingly safe. As regards corn, 
along the entire supply chain (from the farmer 
to the final consumer) attention has been 
focused on the levels of mycotoxins 
detectable on the grain. These toxins are 
secondary metabolites produced by some 
fungal species under certain environmental 
conditions and are capable of causing serious 
damage to human and animal health. 

Given the relevance and importance of the 
topic, the conference described the main 
fungal species (mycotoxin producers) that 
parasitize maize (Fusarium sp. and Aspergillus 
sp.), entry into the host and environmental 
conditions that cause these fungi to produce 
mycotoxins. Subsequently, the main toxins of 
fungal origin that can be found in products 
deriving from corn (food and feed) were 
presented and their impact on human and 
animal health was evaluated. Available 
detection techniques to quantify the levels of 
different toxins present in the main products 
used for both human and animal feeding were 
discussed. Finally, the conference ended with 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/zafferano-caratteristiche-botaniche-agronomico-produttive-e-qualitative/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/zafferano-caratteristiche-botaniche-agronomico-produttive-e-qualitative/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/zafferano-aspetti-sanitari-legali-ed-etichettatura-del-prodotto/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/zafferano-aspetti-sanitari-legali-ed-etichettatura-del-prodotto/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/la-contaminazione-da-micotossine-zea-mays-l-presentazione-delle-principali-micotossine-che-si-possono-riscontrare-sulla-granella-di-mais/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/la-contaminazione-da-micotossine-zea-mays-l-presentazione-delle-principali-micotossine-che-si-possono-riscontrare-sulla-granella-di-mais/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/la-contaminazione-da-micotossine-zea-mays-l-presentazione-delle-principali-micotossine-che-si-possono-riscontrare-sulla-granella-di-mais/
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the discussion of agronomic practices that can 
be used to prevent and/or reduce the 
production of these dangerous secondary 
metabolites. 

Small Municipalities and Typicality 

The study "Small municipalities and typicality" 
carried out by Fondazione Symbola and 
Coldiretti, was presented during the 
conference, reconstructing the geography of 
the territorial quality of the country, 
analyzing typicality, biodiversity and 
landscape, historical and artistic heritage. 

There were some young Coldiretti members 
from the mountain areas of Bergamo, Brescia, 
Como, Sondrio and Varese who talked about 
their work experiences. Multifunctional 
mountain agriculture was represented by 
means of case histories regarding the 
transformation and direct sale of products 
(cheeses, cured meats, fruit and vegetables, 
...), hospitality and agritourism, educational 
farms, product traceability, biodiversity and 
more.  

Furthermore, an example of a sustainable 
territorial tourism route, developed in small 
mountain municipalities, was illustrated. 

Editorial Tourism 

The history of the Italian Touring Club: Italy 
was born recently, how can it be made known 
to Italians? A group of Milanese entrepreneurs 
who were keen cyclists decided to discover it, 
talk about it and map it. The first publications 
developed in a short time, from the monthly 
Touring Magazine to the Red Guides that 
became essential tools for discovering the 
country's artistic, cultural and natural 
heritage. Italians were invited to take travel 
photos and send them to Touring. The only 
condition: to take pictures of everyday life. 

Tourism has evolved over the decades and, 
with it, so have TCI publications.  

How has the narration of the territory 
changed? How can it be promoted and 
described today? 

Touring magazine today and the new 
channels: from the website to the apps to the 
social profiles. 

Avalanches: not only risk factors but 
important environmental modification 
agents  

Avalanches are not just a risk factor for those 
who go to mountain areas in the winter, they 
also represent a formidable agent which 
modifies the environment, able to model the 
landscape in a unique way. 

Avalanches, for example, exert considerable 
erosive activity on the soil, which can be 
removed and transported, particularly in the 
area where the snow mass moves. The soil 
mixes with the snow carried by the avalanche 
and is normally deposited on the valley floor, 
where it accumulates in specific forms. The 
amount of soil removed by the avalanche in 
movement depends on the characteristics of 
the avalanche itself (e.g. size, moisture 
content of the snow), morphological factors 
(e.g. inclination, width of the slope) but also 
on the characteristics of the soil and 
vegetation. 

The zones of accumulation of avalanches are 
characterized by a greater persistence of the 
snowpack that reduces the duration of the 
vegetative season and alters the cycle of the 
nutrients in the soil, favouring the 
development of species whose seeds are 
transported from areas of higher altitude. 

Therefore, areas which are characterized by 
high pedodiversity and biodiversity originate, 
contributing to significantly differentiate the 
landscape in alpine areas and with specific 
features which still partly need to be 
discovered. 

racCONTA LA MONTAGNA: Marzia Verona “Di 
questo lavoro mi piace tutto”  

Boys and girls keen on breeding, either by 
tradition, or by choice. Goats, cows, sheep, 
for the dairy, for meat and even "pets" are the 
background to their stories. There are those 
who live on the farm, those who are doing 
their utmost to start a business and those who 
are forced to keep their interest under the 
heading "hobby".  

Through their words, put together between 
2010 and 2012 in Piedmont, Val d'Aosta, but 
also with contributions from other parts of 
Italy received through the web, we could 
discover a world where there are no spoilt 
young people, but those who roll up their 
sleeves and work hard to crown their dream 
through a career that leaves little or no free 
time. But the rewards are many: to see the 
animals that are well, to see them grazing 
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freely in the pastures, to witness the birth of 
a calf, of a kid goat. 

Heritage, culture, community in the Terre 
di Mezzo of the Val Grande National Park: 
the project COMUNITERRAE 

COMUNITERRAE is a participated cultural 
project that was set up as a continuation of 
the construction of the Community Map of 
Terre di Mezzo, started in January 2017 and 
promoted by Associazione Ars.Uni.Vco and Val 
Grande National Park, under the European 
Charter of Sustainable Tourism and with the 
contribution of Piedmont Region. 

One of the main objectives is to stimulate the 
participation of local communities in the 
processes of conservation and enhancement of 
the tangible and intangible heritage of the 
Terre di Mezzo. The first phase saw the 235 
inhabitants of 10 Municipalities of the Ossola 
and Intrasca Valleys (VB) actively contributing 
to the definition of the shared identity of the 
mountain territories between the valley floor 
and the highest altitudes. 

COMMUNITERRAE starts from there, from the 
need to communicate the identity of the 
communities and the territory of the Terre di 
Mezzo. Project activities aim to better define 
this new cultural landscape that, beyond 
municipal boundaries, collects and directs 
community energies towards a re-
appropriation of their heritage, which thus 
becomes a resource for local development and 
for sustainable tourism. 

The project has obtained the official mark of 
the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018, 
contributing to the achievement of European 
objectives aimed at encouraging cultural, 
people-centred, inclusive, forward-looking, 
more integrated and sustainable approaches 
to cultural heritage, promoting participatory 
heritage management models. 

People and mountains: old and new 
professions 

Make your passion, the mountains, a 
stimulating and engaging job? Let's find out 
how to realize this dream, through the story 
of 3 experts, mountain lovers. 

Zendrini Tiziana - Environmental Sciences: 
Inventing your own path by living "in the" 
mountain "of the” mountains, regaining, with 
the help of historical environmental practices, 

a viewpoint which makes mountains a choice 
for your life. 

Zampatti Renzo - Alpine Guide Master of 
Mountaineering: Mountain Guide, a new 
profession with 100 years of history. 

Tocchini Andrea - Alpine Guide Master of 
Mountaineering: From mountaineer to guide, 
he encountered the mountains almost for fun 
and immediately understood that it was what 
he wanted to do in life, from the first 
adventures close to home to the climbs he 
dreamed of ... then turning his interest into a 
job. 

The mountain tourism system: analysis and 
characterization of the infrastructural 
components: mobility (roads, trails, ski lifts, 
ski slopes) and functional relationships 
(property system, urban planning and 
safety) 

Mountains are a complex system: many of the 
problems and conflicts that arise in the 
activities that concern them almost always 
stem from an overly sectorial approach, 
especially as regards the planning phase. 
Hence the need for an integrated "knowledge" 
of their components. 

This conference provided participants with an 
organic knowledge of the mobility and fruition 
infrastructure system, their classification and 
their functional principles in relation to 
property, urban planning and safety. 

Mountain medicinal plants 

The conference highlighted the potential and 
problems of mountain farms regarding the 
cultivation and transformation of medicinal 
plants. In addition to dealing with aspects 
related to the production chain in a national 
and international context, some concrete 
experience were presented of those who 
successfully cultivate (and transform) these 
plants in a mountain environment, integrating 
tradition and innovation. Particular emphasis 
was given to the various types of medicinal 
plants that can be grown in Lombardy 
mountain environments and to the products 
that can be obtained from them (herbal teas, 
cosmetics, products for natural remedies, 
etc.) with reference to current market 
potential.  

The seminar was aimed primarily at farmers 
who want to create small production chains 
based on mountain medicinal plants, as well 
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as at all those interested in the topic such as 
those working in the agricultural-herbalist 
sector, agritourism and education. 

Forest utilization companies of northern 
Italy: size, economic and employment 
relevance and possible development 
strategies in a mountain environment 

Proper forest management is a necessity for 
the environment, and at the same time an 
opportunity for economic development for 
mountain areas. 

However, forest management is not feasible 
without forestry companies. For this reason, 
regional, national and EU policies offer 
support to forestry enterprises through a 
series of often very efficient measures. For 
the same reason, research is constantly trying 
to develop new technologies that can improve 
the efficiency and safety of forestry work. 
Nevertheless, in order to implement effective 
strategies to support forestry 
entrepreneurship, it is first essential to know 
some key factors.  

How many forest enterprises are there? How 
are they organized? What workforce can they 
count on? How much timber do they move? 
How much machinery do they have? Are there 
any differences between the companies of the 
different regions, and if so, what are they? 

In this context, the conference offered 
reliable data on the number of companies in 
Northern Italy, also indicating their regional 
distribution and their characteristics and 
equipment. Furthermore, the results of over 
300 interviews conducted in forestry 
companies aimed at identifying the main 
factors of success and the obstacles to further 
growth in the sector were presented. 

CO.R.I.MONT. 

 

Thanks to its consolidated experience in the 
analysis and study of complex issues 
concerning the mountain territory, as well as 
in the promotion and provision of initiatives 
regarding research and training, knowledge 
dissemination and enhancement of these 

areas, UNIMONT promotes networking and 
the activation of Coordination of Italian 
Networks for the Mountains - CO.R.I.MONT. - 
to promote interaction between networks 
already active in the development of 
mountain areas, laying the foundations for 
new future alliances. 

The Coordination of Italian Networks for the 
Mountains (CO.R.I.MONT.) aims to promote 
dialogue, interaction and collaboration 
between national networks that deal with 
the development of mountain areas through 
research and innovation. Each network 
operates and oversees a part of the national 
mountain territory, so together can take 
care of all the Italian mountains, putting 
together experiences, skills and best 
practices, enhancing, with a systemic and 
coordinated approach, interaction with the 
business world and that of public institutions 
and policy-makers, which are the three 
interlocutors essential for triggering 
innovative processes in these areas, according 
to the triple helix model of innovation. 

Here are some initiatives of the network: 

 Enanching the mountain economy in the 
silvopastoral sector at the regional level 

The 5th Service “Interventions and public 
works – Mountain Tutelage and Economy” of 
the Forest Service (Comando Corpo Forestale), 
in line with the proposal of UO 14 Public 
Works Programming, is currently identifying 
institutional subjects (Universities, Park 
Authorities, Mountain Municipalities, 
Professional Associations, Companies, etc.) to 
involve in the promotion of initiatives aimed 
at revitalizing the mountain economy in the 
silvopastoral sector at the regional level. 

An invitation of collaborationamong 
institutional subjects has been formalized in 
order to activate a platform of stakeholders 
which provide innovative input to Public 
Administrations. 

Interested parties should communicate to the 
Comando Corpo Forestale the name, 
telephone number, and email address of the 
competent contact person. 

Once the relevant institutional contacts have 
been identified, a Network will be set up. So 
far, a number of professional orders 
(Veterinary Doctors, Chartered Accountants) 
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and the Municipality of Gangi have formally 
joined as stakeholders. 

 20th International Rock Art Congress - 
IFRAO 

The Centro Camuno di Studi Preistorici (CCSP) 
and the Società Cooperativa Archeologica “Le 
Orme dell’Uomo” (Footsteps of Man 
Archaeological Cooperative Society) have the 
pleasure to invite you to the 20th 
International Rock Art Congress which will be 
held in Valcamonica (Italy) from 29th of 
August to the 2nd of September 2018.  

This major event takes place 50 years after 
the first “Valcamonica Symposium”, marking 
30 years since the foundation of IFRAO and 
the 30th anniversary of the Footsteps of Man 
Archaeological Cooperative Society. The 
congress will cover a range of topics relevant 
to rock art, archaeology, culture and society, 
from its first appearance to current forms. 
During five days, leading experts in the field, 
researchers along with young scholars and 
enthusiasts, will gather and present the latest 
results and studies on rock art, rupestrian 
archaeology and other relevant research fields 
on Palaeolithic and Post-palaeolithic art of all 
over the world. More than 30 sessions, 
workshops, key lectures, exhibitions, visits 
with live streaming of certain events are being 
planned. Excursions before and after the 
congress in Valcamonica and to others areas 
of the Alps are also being programmed. 

 Multi risk assessment of alpine 
environment 

From 10th to 13th July, our PhD program, in 
cooperation with IRPI-CNR, organises the 
second edition of the field school “Multi-risk 
Assessment of Alpine Environment”. 

Lessons and field trips are scheduled. The 
course will end with a test and it’s worth 6 
credits. 

 TCI and the Foundation for the 
Development of the Oltrepò Pavese work 
together to support local tourism 

Meetings and participatory planning 
laboratories dedicated for tour operators. 

 

Enhancing tourism in the Oltrepò Pavese: this 
is the aim of the project born from the 
collaboration between the Foundation for the 
Development of the Oltrepò Pavese and the 
Italian Touring Club, as part of the “Oltrepò 
biodiverso” initiative, an initiative co-funded 
by the Cariplo Foundation to support the 
territory in the promotion of its extensive 
environmental biodiversity. 

The landscape and natural heritage of the 
Oltrepò are such that tourism can serve as an 
important instrument of development for the 
local economy and can promote the 
valorization of the area’s biodiversity. For this 
reason, through the activity of the Touring 
Study Center, local operators are supported in 
the creative development of marketable 
travel experiences. 

 PANTAIES ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 

pantaiES helps those who manage natural 
capital to be remunerated for their work and 
ensures that those who generate an impact on 
ecosystems are adequately compensated. 

The bank that provides the compensation 
includes land associations, consortia, and 
natural capital holders willing to implement 
compensatory measures and to sign payment 
contracts for ecosystem services. 
Authorization procedures as well as voluntary 
certification procedures (LCA, LEED, BREAM, 
etc.) evaluate, reduce, and optimize impacts. 

pantaiES makes it possible to compensate for 
residual impacts with concrete interventions 
in the territories of interest and monitors and 
guarantees results. By adopting the Natural 
Capital Protocol, the economic outputs we 
provide can be integrated into company 
budgets.  
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