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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Italian Mountain Lab: start of training and in-
formation initiatives for mountain areas  

The partnership of the Italian Mountain Lab 
project, FISR project Special supplementary 
Fund for research of the Ministry of Education, 
University and Research (MIUR) - lead by the 
UNIMONT Centre of excellence, and working 
together for Italian mountain areas with the 
University of Milan, the University of Eastern 
Piedmont and the University of Tuscia, has 
drawn up a joint programme of training and 
information activities which are part of the 
project for the academic year 2017/2018. 

These conferences will take place at all three 
Universities, two in the Alps and one in the 
Apennine area, will provide credits for univer-
sity students, and will deal with high-impact is-
sues for the socio-economic development of 
mountain areas, with particular attention to 
the experiences of young entrepreneurs in 
mountains areas. 

All activities will be available on campus but 
also online, so from home and mobile devices, 
through streaming and the virtual classroom. 
Access to the virtual classroom is simple and 
immediate, and takes place simply by clicking 
a link that will be made available on the day of 
the seminar, through specific communication 
sent to all the contacts of the UNIMONT mailing 
list.  

Participation in the activities is free. Sub-
scribe to the mailing list and enter the dynamic 
world of Italian Mountain Lab! 

UNIMONT at Fa La Cosa Giusta! 

On Friday, 23rd and Saturday 24th March, UNI-
MONT- Centre of Excellence of the University 
of Milan – will be taking part in Fa’ la cosa giu-
sta!, the largest national fair of critical con-
sumption and sustainable lifestyles, as well as 
a place for meeting, exchange and sharing. 

Among the various activities, Fa’ la cosa giu-
sta! features a Cultural Program full of events 
and seminars, in which UNIMONT is the protag-
onist on three different occasions. 

In the context of the Italian Mountain Lab pro-
ject, FISR project Special supplementary Fund 
for research of the Ministry of Education, Uni-
versity and Research (MIUR)  and following the 
hackathon organized with the MIUR on moun-
tain challenges, UNIMONT is creating an im-
portant alliance between schools and univer-
sities to promote training continuity on 
mountain themes. UNIMONT is organizing the 
workshop "The prevention of hydrogeological 
instability" on Friday, 23rd March, with the In-
stitute ITG Volta of Pavia.  

The workshop aims to provide high school stu-
dents with an interactive experience on the 
subject of hydrogeological instability in Italy 
and is based on qualified technical work and 
research conducted by the Institute Volta of 
Pavia. At the same time, UNIMONT will provide 
a career guidance session for students inter-
ested in pursuing professional training regard-
ing mountain areas in a perspective of school-
university continuity. 

On Saturday 24th March, UNIMONT has orga-
nized two meetings to be held in Piazza Terri-
tori Resistenti in Fieramilano city: "Climate 
change and the quality of life in the Alps: an 
open dialogue with the inhabitants and com-
munities" and "Young entrepreneurs and in-
novative companies in the mountains, an 
open dialogue for the economic empower-
ment of vertical areas".  

The first meeting will examine the fact that, 
due to climate change, new landscapes are 
emerging in the Alps with different potential 
impacts on agriculture and traditional agricul-
tural practices, local economic activities, and 
the culture and environment of such areas. 
During the second meeting, UNIMONT will pre-
sent the project "Young entrepreneurs and in-
novative companies in the mountains" - car-
ried out as part of the COOPERATION AGREE-
MENT WITH THE LOMBARDY REGION, FOR SCI-
ENTIFIC AND APPLIED RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 
AND DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING 
THE LOMBARDY MOUNTAIN TERRITORY - pursu-
ant to art. 4 c. 27 of Regional Law 22/2016 (Dir. 
Presidency – Planning of integrated projects for 
the development of mountain areas), and acti-
vated in support of the territorial development 
of the mountains. 

Confindustria for the mountains 

Anna Giorgi of UNIMONT - Centre of Excellence 
of the University of Milan, Action Group 1 
Leader - Research and Innovation of the EU 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/italian-mountain-lab-al-via-le-iniziative-di-formazione-e-informazione-per-territori-montani/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/italian-mountain-lab-al-via-le-iniziative-di-formazione-e-informazione-per-territori-montani/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-fa-la-cosa-giusta/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/confindustria-per-la-montagna/
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Strategy for the Alpine Region, was invited to 
participate in the work for the establishment 
of the "Confindustria per la Montagna" network 
on 23rd March, 2018, in Cortina d'Ampezzo. 

Starting from the consideration that the devel-
opment of mountain areas is an important 
theme that must be placed at the center of the 
national political agenda as a decisive element 
for territorial cohesion, as well as for the com-
petitiveness and growth of the national system, 
"Confindustria per la Montagna" has been set 
up: a network within Confindustria that aims to 
promote projects, measures and public policies 
that favor the economic and social growth of 
mountain areas. 

The value of the mountain territory, with its 
specificities and its many resources, needs to 
be recognized and placed at the center of fo-
cused and innovative initiatives, to bring mo-
dernity and development to the valleys, avoid-
ing assistentialism and generating opportuni-
ties and wealth. 

Competitiveness and development require in-
novation generated by strong and continuous 
collaboration between the world of universities 
and research, as well as the business world and 
that of institutions and policy makers. In this 
context, the Confindustria initiative is of great 
importance, since it aims to be the network of 
the Italian business community that can com-
municate with university and research net-
works for the development of mountain areas 
of Italy that the Mountain University has been 
working on for some time and that, as part of 
the Italian Mountain Lab project, with the 
mandate of the MIUR, is currently imple-
menting.  

UNIMONT is a unique and innovative univer-
sity campus, Center of Excellence of the Uni-
versity of Milan, which has been involved in re-
search, innovation and training comprehensive 
and consistent with the specificities and re-
sources of mountain areas. An active and dy-
namic "laboratory", that experiments innova-
tion for mountain areas, uses technology to dis-
seminate good practices and update profes-
sionals, which provides education, in the moun-
tains, to about 300 students from all over Italy 
and, making best use of communication tools, 
has put together a "Virtual community" with 
over 20,000 contacts.  

 

Convention signed between the Lombardy 
Region and Alto Oltrepo' Pavese  

An important step for the Lombardy Apen-
nines TO BECOME A "GREEN", "SLOW", 
AWARE AND CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

At the beginning of  March the National inter-
nal areas strategy in Alto Oltrepò Pavese 
reached a further important result, thanks to 
the collaboration and planning of 15 municipal-
ities of the Alto Oltrepò Pavese with the tech-
nical support of the Mountain University - 
UNIMI, Lombardy Region, and  the Comitato 
Tecnico Aree Interne, thanks to the signing of 
the Convention between the Lombardy Region 
and the territory, with the Project Leader 
Gianfranco Alberti, Mayor of Varzi and Presi-
dent of the Comunità montana dell’Oltrepò Pa-
vese. 

The National internal areas strategy has out-
lined a detailed, transparent and participated 
programme for the Lombardy Apennines which 
has allowed the activation of an authentic pro-
cess to make the local community aware of 
such issues and to increase networking both 
within the community itself and with the out-
side world. A path that has involved the Moun-
tain University for technical assistance with the 
internal areas team of Unimont coordinated by 
Prof.ssa Giorgi, from the very outset back in 
2016 with the presentation of the application 
by the Municipalities, up to today with more 
than 300 young people, innovators, resilient 
citizens and stakeholders of the territory in-
volved in a path that lead to the identification, 
in co-planning with Lombardy Region and the 
Comitato Tecnico Aree Interne, of the lines of 
intervention and of the Area Strategy. 

A complex challenge in a territory with im-
portant critical points represented both by the 
most relevant statistical data (health, depopu-
lation, aging, digital divide), which place it in 
an unfortunate position at a  national level, as 
well as due to strong territorial fragmentation 
in a "forgotten and self-referential" land that 
despite benefiting, over previous decades, 
from a significant amount of financial re-
sources has so far failed to activate significant 
reversals of trends or to ensure a civic and par-
ticipatory approach to the development of the 
area. A comprehensive strategy has been de-
veloped in these months of listening and work, 
with more than 30 actions, to try to respond to 
the complexity of the area by identifying a 
combination of rediscovery and innovation as 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/firmata-la-convenzione-tra-regione-lombardia-e-lalto-oltrepo-pavese/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/firmata-la-convenzione-tra-regione-lombardia-e-lalto-oltrepo-pavese/
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perspectives necessary for a fragile area that 
has so far failed to activate signals for the fu-
ture that trigger returns year after year. 

It will be necessary to make local people aware 
and involved and to attract innovators, to en-
sure a solid basis to the challenge of develop-
ment in the Apennines. This is highlighted by 
the many interventions including the establish-
ment of a co-creation space between innova-
tors, universities, businesses and the creation 
of a civic hackers community. The process of 
constructing the strategy and defining inter-
vention sees the signing of the Convention as 
an important but not final step. In fact, in the 
coming months, the work of co-planning with 
the Lombardy Region and the Comitato Tecnico 
Aree Interne to arrive at the signing of the 
Framework Program with the Ministries which 
will also take place in the next few months will 
be fundamental.  

The National internal areas strategy will also 
bring a drastic change to the Alto Oltrepò area 
compared to the past because it allows the ex-
perimentation of new approaches and commu-
nity perspectives regarding the complexity of 
fragile areas only thanks to all the citizens, ad-
ministrators, innovators, government agencies, 
stakeholders with the valuable support of the 
Lombardy Region and the Comitato nazionale 
aree interne. 

 

MOUNTAIN SERVICES 

 

Italian Plant Agro-Biodiversity 

As part of the Lombardy Region project imple-
mentation, an area dedicated to agrobiodiver-
sity has been developed. The UNIMONT portal 
has a section that provides a complete view of 
traditional little-known plant varieties (cere-
als, vegetables, fruit trees, etc.) that deserve 
to be characterized, valorised and protected in 
order to increase Italian plant agro-biodiversity 
and to generate supply chains of typical and 
quality products.  

In this section, the Mountain University collects 
information about farms or farmers who grow 

plant varieties in mountain areas, to bring out 
the agrobiological potential of the moun-
tains. The section is dedicated to the research 
project NETWORK OF AGROBIODIVERSITY OF 
THE LOMBARDY MOUNTAINS. 

Join the work table: CLICK HERE 

 

CALLS, INTERNSHIPS AND JOB OP-
PORTUNITIES 

 

Competition to honor the memory of the 
founding partner ERMINIO FAUSTINELLI. 

STELLA ALPINA - Società Cooperativa Sociale 
dell'Alta Valle Camonica – together with Ski in-
structors, Banda Musicale di Pezzo, Società Im-
pianti Turistici SIT SPA, So.Sv.AV - Società per 
lo sviluppo dell’Alta Valle Camonica and  with 
the contribution of family and friends of Er-
minio, have opened a call in order to honour 
the memory of the founding partner ERMINIO 
FAUSTINELLI. 

Young people between 18 and 35 years of age 
resident in the one of the Municipalities of the 
Union of Lombardy Municipalities of Alta Val-
lecamonica prepared to take part in a 
work/study training experience of at least 30 
days are eligible to participate. A longer 
timespan will be an element which will allow 
applicants to acquire a higher score in the rank-
ing. Students of the Mountain University, which 
is located in Edolo, can also participate, pre-
senting documentation proving that they are 
enrolled in one of the first three years of the 
degree course. 

The experience must have training purposes for 
humanitarian and non-commercial purposes 
since the training contribution is not intended 
to replace the salary paid by the company or 
association as remuneration for the work done. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/agrobiodiversitaUNIMONT/?source_id=120336564832526
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/concorso-per-lerogazione-di-contributo-per-esperienza-formativa-di-studiolavoro-memoria-del-socio-fondatore-erminio-faustinelli/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/bandi/concorso-per-lerogazione-di-contributo-per-esperienza-formativa-di-studiolavoro-memoria-del-socio-fondatore-erminio-faustinelli/
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PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION  

 
 
"ENTREPRENEURS AND INNOVATORS IN THE 
MOUNTAINS" 

Mountains need capable entrepreneurs and 
young innovators with clear ideas. The 
Mountains need You! Tell us about your ex-
perience. 

UNIMONT – the University of Milan Center of 
Excellence situated in Edolo (BS) and dedi-
cated to training and research for the devel-
opment of mountain areas as part of the ''Co-
operation Agreement with the Lombardy re-
gion, for scientific and applied research and 
diffusion of knowledge concerning the Lom-
bardy mountain territory"- under art. 4 c. 27 
of the Reg. Law 22/2016 (Dir. Presidency – 
Planning of integrated projects for the devel-
opment of mountain areas), today 
launched: "MOUNTAIN ENTREPRENEURS AND IN-
NOVATORS". 

The action consists in opportunities for young 
entrepreneurs and innovators working in the 
Alps to become active partners in a shared pro-
ject that can enhance their business in the 
Mountains. 

OBJECTIVE: to share and promote experi-
ences and contribute as protagonists to the 
relaunching of "vertical" territories, to co-
create services to support economic growth, 
to be involved in the activation of a network 
of high value enterprises for mountain areas. 

TELL US YOUR EXPERIENCE: tell us about the 
history of your company and your experience 
as an entrepreneur at high altitude. Your con-
tribution, combined with data col-
lected and analyzed by the UNIMONT multidis-
ciplinary team, will help us to depict the cur-
rent situation, to represent the activities of 
companies operating in different sectors stra-
tegic for the economy of mountain areas and to 
find out about the needs and innovative ideas 
proposed directly by those who work as entre-
preneurs in the territory in order to promote 

the development of useful and free services 
also for you. 

TELL US YOUR EXPERIENCE: 

 Agriculture and breeding > CLICK HERE 

 Trade and crafts > CLICK HERE 

 Tourism sector > CLICK HERE 

 Creative and technological sector > CLICK 
HERE 

All entrepreneurs interested in the project 
"Young entrepreneurs and innovative busi-
nesses in mountain areas" will contribute in a 
significant way to increasing contacts be-
tween the world of research and that of com-
panies hence leading to new studies and re-
search useful to entrepreneurs, shared pro-
jects, provision of activities to provide infor-
mation. The project will also allow you to: 

  publish information about your company on 
the UNIMONT portal * 

 know and get in touch with other entrepre-
neurs working in mountain areas 

 contribute to drawing up suggestions 
for policy makers and administrators on is-
sues regarding mountain farms 

 use the facilities UNIMONT and its project 
partners will provide for mountain entre-
preneurs (legislation; info regarding calls 
for regional, Italian and European financ-
ing, useful contacts; free training courses; 
help desk for businesses, etc.) in the com-
ing months 

 host students with relevant training for in-
ternships in your company, establishing a 
direct relationship with UNIMONT 

 
SEMINARS AND WEBINARS 

 

racCONTA LA MONTAGNA: Franco Mario Ar-
minio “Geografia commossa dell’Italia In-
terna” 

Edge, border, frontier, forests, mountains, sea, 
trees, clod, dog, vineyard, cloud, cow, bench, 
sun, sunrise, sunset, and wind, snow, rain, and 
more wind, and more snow, and April, and the 
green of May, and in the black of September, 

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/inCCCz
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/FYCCx7
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/FfCCSG
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/RaCCN1
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=it&prev=_t&sl=it&tl=en&u=https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/RaCCN1
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/franco-mario-arminio-geografia-commossa-dellitalia-interna/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/franco-mario-arminio-geografia-commossa-dellitalia-interna/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/franco-mario-arminio-geografia-commossa-dellitalia-interna/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/franco-mario-arminio-geografia-commossa-dellitalia-interna/
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silence with no opinions, light without com-
ments, I just want life to unfold, it can go back 
where it came from, I will not hold it back, I 
will not hold anything  back, walk, watch the 
trees, do not say and do not do anything but go 
around the boundaries, go deeper within cer-
tain boundaries, do not go beyond them, do not 
aim for the passions of most, do not aim for the 
passions of all, desert, become familiar with 
the sky, but do not show off about it, do not 
spit words on the world and others, walk, go 
out because the sun has come out, go out, 
choose a village, go through it, say nothing of 
the day, do not tend towards solitude, leave it 
intact, let solitude live its life, recount its story 
and the same for  sadness and weariness, to be 
tired, sad and lonely is still a fortune, the good 
feelings mark the world like the bad ones, like 
words ... 

The Alimurgical plants of the Lombardy 
mountains  

The conference will concentrate on the main 
alimurgical plants that are found in the various 
environments of the Lombardy mountains. In 
particular, information will be provided on how 
to recognize them and how to distinguish them 
from toxic species. 

Traditional uses of edible species will de-
scribed. In addition to dealing with aspects re-
lated to the collection (in the context of cur-
rent legislation) and the use of wild plants, lit-
tle-known herbs that can be grown in small 
farms and/or agritourisms in mountain areas 
and which could represent an added value for 
such businesses will be analysed. 

The conference is intended mainly for farmers 
who intend to collect/cultivate local edible 
species, as well as all those interested in the 
preparation of traditional local dishes such as 
those working in the agritourism sector. 

Gian Pietro Verza, alpine guide and elec-
tronic tools designer: ice axe, crampons and 
computer  

Gian Pietro Verza, born 8 meters above sea 
level in Polesine, has followed a career that has 
taken him up to the 8000m of Everest, in the 
mountains of Khumbu, the Himalayas of Ne-
pal. 

An exciting encounter with the most intense 
energies of the mountains, where everything 
depends on the capacity to create an intimate 
harmony with the environment. A meeting to 
find out about and compare life experiences in 

which the mountains are a decisive compo-
nent of a very special career. 

From the profession of electronics designer he 
has become an alpine guide and then had to 
learn how to combine the two professions for 
the realization and technical management of 
the Everest Pyramid. A synergy that has al-
lowed him to contribute to scientific projects 
in the highest mountains. 

racCONTA LA MONTAGNA: Pietro Maroè – “La 
timidezza delle chiome” 

Pietro is a boy of twenty who lives in the trees. 
He climbed them before starting to walk and 
now looks after monumental trees all over the 
world. He climbs them, studies them, loves 
them, talks to the branches (and the branches 
speak to him, he swears). In these pages he 
tells what happens on top of the giant plants of 
Australia and in our tame gardens. Because 
even there, without realizing it, there are loves 
and wars, such as that, down on the ground, 
between sage and tomato. But this book is not 
only about trees, it also talks about us. Because 
from those oaks more than thirty meters tall 
Pietro looks at the world below, our world, that 
of those who remain on the ground. And he tells 
what trees can teach us, what we need to live 
with their tranquility and adaptability. Pietro 
teaches us how to find a new measure for our 
time: "Plants are slow, very slow for the speed 
of our lives. And while we, impatient in the 
world below, are unable to think in terms of 
centuries, they see us go by, look at us and 
know. " 

Biotic consequences of glacier retreat: com-
munity dynamics and ecosystem functioning 

Global warming is causing a progressive melting 

of the glaciers and their retreat is freeing large 

areas of land where life is beginning to de-

velop. The goal of this research is to under-

stand how colonization of deglaciated areas by 

bacteria, plants and animals occurs, and to an-

alyze the environmental dynamics that lead to 

the recreation of ecosystems full of biodiver-

sity where before there was nothing. As ob-

served also in the Alps, in fact, when a glacier 

retreats, this leaves behind only gravel and 

rocks, which progressively begin to be colo-

nized by life forms. In some cases, very dense 

forests can also develop within a century and a 

half after glacier retreat. 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/le-piante-alimurgiche-delle-montagne-lombarde/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/le-piante-alimurgiche-delle-montagne-lombarde/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/gian-pietro-verza-guida-alpina-e-progettista-elettronico-attrezzi-picozza-ramponi-e-computer/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/gian-pietro-verza-guida-alpina-e-progettista-elettronico-attrezzi-picozza-ramponi-e-computer/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/gian-pietro-verza-guida-alpina-e-progettista-elettronico-attrezzi-picozza-ramponi-e-computer/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/pietro-maroe-la-timidezza-delle-chiome/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/pietro-maroe-la-timidezza-delle-chiome/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/conseguenze-biotiche-del-ritiro-dei-ghiacciai-dinamica-delle-comunita-e-funzionamento-degli-ecosistemi/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/conseguenze-biotiche-del-ritiro-dei-ghiacciai-dinamica-delle-comunita-e-funzionamento-degli-ecosistemi/
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The seminar will show how the analysis of en-

vironmental DNA allows a quick and complete 

analysis of the colonization that occurs follow-

ing glacier retreat. Traditionally, the study of 

the organisms living in these areas has been 

carried out through the study of individual liv-

ing species, which requires even years of re-

search for each individual glacier. Through en-

vironmental DNA technology, instead, samples 

of soil are taken and the traces of DNA present 

within, which belong to all animal and plant 

species that have come into contact with that 

ground, are analyzed. This allows a quick and 

complete assessment of how colonization oc-

curs in glaciers all over the world, from the An-

des to the mountains of Asia. 

Evolution of the man-river relationship in the 
Alps: new opportunities with ancient roots 

For centuries, life in the Alps was only possible 
through the judicious use and careful manage-
ment of surface water. The oldest traces of 
dams, diversions, canals are present on moun-
tain slopes everywhere, witnesses of a past 
where water was so important in the subsist-
ence economy of the Alps as to require complex 
forms of self-government and to start conflicts, 
(the term 'rival' indicates precisely the one with 
whom we share access to the same 'rivus', i.e. 
stream). 

Even now water is one of the main economic 
resources of the Alpine territory, around which 
huge interests revolve, ranging from hydroelec-
tric power to drinking water to artificial snow. 
This pressure often leads to a profound altera-
tion of Alpine river systems, the protection of 
which is indispensable especially in the current 
scenario of global climate change. 

However, to protect requires knowledge and 
this Italian Mountain Lab project conference 
aims to increase knowledge of river systems 
and the implementation of eco-compatible and 
sustainable tourism systems. 

The project for an Alpine Rivers Study Centre 
(ALPSTREAM) will also be presented, in collab-
oration with the Parco del Monviso. 

RECENT ACTIVITIES 

 

racCONTA LA MONTAGNA: Francesco Vertua 
– “Dislesia. Il codice scritto, un’arrampicata a 
tetti continui” 

The story of a dyslexic boy and the desire to 
talk about his life, experience after experi-
ence. A young author who has managed to find 
listeners. "Someone will wonder how 
and why someone who has dyslexia started 
writing a book. I started writing just for fun, I 
wanted to make myself understood by others 
[...] I decided to talk about myself in a 
book, because a book travels, it lasts, it can be 
read by many, but mostly it is the tool that 
ordinary people use to discover things. Some 
believe it is exaggerated to compare the scho-
lastic efforts of a dyslexic child-boy to a 
climb. Instead, I find that there are many sim-
ilarities between climbing and the life of a dys-
lexic at school [...] " 

racCONTA LA MONTAGNA: Matteo Melchiorre 
– “La Via Schener” 

Historical exploration of the Alps. A corner of 
the Dolomites. North and South. Venice and 
the Alps. It is a road in the mountains. The 
story of a border world. An archive always lead 
to questions, Dr. Schuster, but do not always 
provide the answers; even in this it is a little 
like life. 

"Matteo Melchiorre is a stubborn historian. First 
of all, he makes every effort to avoid the "or-
derly and systematic account of Major Events" 
that for many, despite the developments in his-
torical science in the past fifty years, is "His-
tory" in its entirety. What's more, he finds it 
difficult to wear the mask and keep up the pos-
ture of the Historian: reading his wonderful 
book (wonderful because it makes ordinary and 
daily things and materials look wonderful) you 
might mistake him for a wanderer, a lover, a 
dreamer, or a storyteller. Really, behind the 
dreamy pace of the narrative, the historical 
work of Melchiorre is broad, solid and accurate. 
It is thanks to this very serious work, belyingly 
told as if it were the pastime of a layabout, 
page after page, the centuries-old life of two 
communities is presented to our imagination 
and knowledge: the town of Feltre, below, and 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/evoluzione-del-rapporto-uomo-fiumi-sulle-alpi-nuove-opportunita-dalle-radici-antiche/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/evoluzione-del-rapporto-uomo-fiumi-sulle-alpi-nuove-opportunita-dalle-radici-antiche/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/francesco-vertua-dislesia-il-codice-scritto-unarrampicata-continua/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/francesco-vertua-dislesia-il-codice-scritto-unarrampicata-continua/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/francesco-vertua-dislesia-il-codice-scritto-unarrampicata-continua/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/matteo-melchiorre-la-via-schener/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/matteo-melchiorre-la-via-schener/
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the inhabitants of the Primiero, above. United 
and separated by a pass, the Schenèr - de-
scribed, depending on who crossed it, as a 
"beautiful canyon" or "horrid abyss" - which has 
always been a border and crossing at the same 
time, a fortified place and an umbilical cord. 
As in the beautiful Requiem for a tree, Matteo 
Melchiorre here succeeds in satisfying not only 
our desire for knowledge, but also the needs of 
sensitivity and imagination."  

The cultivation of the hazelnut in multifunc-
tional farms 

During the conference, the main characteris-
tics of the hazelnut and its cultivation were il-
lustrated, with the objective of inserting it in 
a multifunctional agricultural context linked 
to marginal areas of Lombardy.  

The hazelnut, given its characteristics of hardi-
ness and adaptability, can represent an oppor-
tunity to increase the income of farms in the 
Lombardy mountains and beyond. First, the en-
vironmental conditions in which this species is 
cultivated were examined, analyzing produc-
tion management, the varieties that are grown 
in Lombardy and in Italy and cultivation tech-
niques (traditional and innovative) used nowa-
days. Special attention was paid both to prod-
ucts which can be obtained from processing the 
nuts and the use of crop waste. Finally, the 
costs involved in creating a new orchard and 
production yields of traditional varieties grown 
in Lombardy and Italy were examined. The con-
ference was aimed primarily at farmers poten-
tially interested in the cultivation of traditional 
and local Lombardy cultivars, as well as all 
those who intend to create new small produc-
tion chains based on such cultivars.   

 

 

“Ancient” mountain corn varieties in the 
MIPAAF national register of conservation va-
rieties 

The seminar aimed to present and compare the 
characteristics of the Lombardy corn varieties 
in the National Register of Conservation Varie-
ties: Spinato di Gandino Corn, Rostrato Rosso di 
Rovetta Corn and Nero Spinoso Corn. In addi-
tion to highlighting the agronomic and broma-
tological aspects that characterize these tradi-
tional local cultivars, some good practices 
which growers should follow to counter adver-
sity and save pure seeds (custodian farmers) 
were presented. The seminar also provided an 

overview of the importance of the conservation 
and enhancement of the agro-biodiversity of 
the Lombardy region and present the tools 
available for the conservation of traditional 
cultivars. The conference was aimed primarily 
at farmers potentially interested in the cultiva-
tion of traditional and local cultivars of Lom-
bardy, as well as all those who intend to create 
new small production chains based on such cul-
tivars.   

Digital platforms for the territory: growth 
through the enhancement of traditional 
knowledge 

The seminar aimed to share new models of 
economy strongly linked to the valorization of 
territories and their traditions. Adopting such 
innovative growth models also means creating 
new opportunities (generating visibility) for 
local communities and thus promoting sustain-
able as well as economic development.  

In an era in which the web can be considered 
the primary means and vehicle for obtaining in-
formation and disseminating knowledge, the 
use of technological tools can be considered an 
essential element in the pursuit and attain-
ment of the objective of sustainable territorial 
growth. Speakers focused on the technological 
tools that can facilitate and realize the way 
forward aimed at valorizing places/territories, 
their traditions and the local communities that 
inhabit them. Specifically, the TRusTTM appli-
cation was presented, a web and mobile plat-
form for the traceability and “storytelling” of 
produce and products, and value-added ser-
vices deriving from its efficient use such as: 
possibility to develop multi-thematic paths, 
possibility of generating promotional materials 
(such as brochures, booklets, flyers...), possi-
bility of undertaking social media campaigns, 
etc. 

Refuge tourism: the case of the Muzio refuge 
- Gran Paradiso 

Davide Coldesina has managed the "Guido 
Muzio" Refuge, a hiking refuge of the Italian 
Alpine Club inside the Gran Paradiso National 
Park since 2008. He is a member of the board 
of directors of AGRAP, the association of man-
agers of alpine refuges and stopovers in Pied-
mont, and is involved and active in National 
Refuges Coordination. He embarked on this ad-
venture due to a precise choice, thus realizing 
his dream and becoming the youngest refuge 
manager in the Piedmont Region. The last 10 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/la-coltivazione-del-nocciolo-nelle-aziende-agricole-multifunzionali/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/la-coltivazione-del-nocciolo-nelle-aziende-agricole-multifunzionali/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/mais-antichi-di-montagna-iscritti-nel-registro-nazionale-delle-varieta-da-conservazione-mipaaf/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/mais-antichi-di-montagna-iscritti-nel-registro-nazionale-delle-varieta-da-conservazione-mipaaf/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/mais-antichi-di-montagna-iscritti-nel-registro-nazionale-delle-varieta-da-conservazione-mipaaf/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/piattaforme-digitali-servizio-del-territorio-la-crescita-attraverso-la-valorizzazione-delle-conoscenze-tradizionali/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/piattaforme-digitali-servizio-del-territorio-la-crescita-attraverso-la-valorizzazione-delle-conoscenze-tradizionali/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/piattaforme-digitali-servizio-del-territorio-la-crescita-attraverso-la-valorizzazione-delle-conoscenze-tradizionali/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/il-turismo-dei-rifugi-il-caso-del-rifugio-muzio-gran-paradiso/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/il-turismo-dei-rifugi-il-caso-del-rifugio-muzio-gran-paradiso/
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years have involved passion and projects, con-
tacts and strategy, reports and bureaucracy, 
mistakes and successes. 

During the conference he talked about his own 
experience and expertise as well as his blog 
(www.ilrifugista.blog), where information 
about the professional refuge manager cate-
gory can be found, a channel for aspiring man-
agers and mountain and refuge enthusiasts be-
cause, as the blog motto says "you become a 
refuge manager!" The objective is to describe 
refuge managers as mountain professionals, in 
a complex and not conventional environment, 
also defining the aspects that make them tech-
nical experts and entrepreneurs at the same 
time. 

WORKSHOP - Potential and problems of re-
launching traditional local mountain culti-
vars: experiences compared 

08.30 - 09.15 Registration of participants and 
preparation of the exhibition "Traditional local 
mountain cultivars" 

Opening 

09.15 - Anna Giorgi (Unimont - University of Mi-
lan) 

Session I: Technical-scientific and regulatory 
aspects for the conservation and enhance-
ment of plant agrobiodiversity 

9.30 - 10.00 a.m., Roberto Pilu (University of 
Milan): How and why to conserve traditional 
local cultivars 

10:00 - 10:30 a.m., Laura Ronchi (GD Agricul-
ture Lombardy Region): Legislative tools for 
the protection and enhancement of Food and 
Agricultural biodiversity in Lombardy   

10.30 - 10.50 a.m., Luca Giupponi (University 
of Milan): Study and valorization of traditional 
local cultivars: the experiences of UNIMONT 

10:50 - 11:30 a.m., coffee break and visit to 
the exhibition "Traditional local mountain cul-
tivars" 

Session II: Comparing experiences 

11.30 - 11.50 a.m., Patrizio Mazzucchelli (Rae-
tia Biodiversità Alpine): Research, mainte-
nance and protection of traditional mountain 
cultivars and development of supply chains 

11:50 - 12:10 a.m., Paolo Santinello (Ass. Grani 
di Tradizione dell’Oltrepò): Pick up traditions 
to develop: the path of Ass. Grani di 
Tradizione dell’Oltrepò  

12.10 - 12.20 a.m., Federico Chierido (Paysage 
à Mangier): The experience of Paysage à Man-
ger in the cultivation and valorization of tra-
ditional vegetables at high altitude 

12:20 - 12:40 a.m., Antonio Rottigni (Ass. Mais 
Spinato di Gandino): The importance of coop-
eration for the valorization of Mais Spinato di 
Gandino and territorial development 

12:40 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., Donatella Scandella 
(Ass. Mais Rostrato Rosso di Rovetta): Rostrato 
Rosso di Rovetta: from agricultural traditions 
to future opportunities 

1.00 - 2.00 p.m.  

Lunch break and visit to the exhibition "Tradi-
tional local mountain cultivars" 

2.00 - 2.20 p.m., Stefano Plona (custodian 
farmer, Nero Spinoso Corn): Nero Spinoso Corn: 
the task of the custodian farmer  

2.20 - 2.40 p.m., Stefano Turrisi (Ass. Agricol-
tori Valle S. Martino): The experience of the 
Associazione Agricoltori Valle S. Martino in the 
rediscovery of Scagliolo di Carenno Corn   

2.40 - 3.00 p.m., Cleto Della Valle (Antico 
Forno di Berola ): From autochthonous rye to 
traditional and innovative bakery products 

3:00 - 3:20 p.m., Paolo Benetti (....): Giving 
new value to ancient products: problems and 
potential of using traditional territorial ingre-
dients in brewing  

3:20 - 3:40 p.m., Matteo Calzaferri (Az. Agr. 
BèpeteBAM): Cultivation of traditional cereals 
in Valcamonica and their use in the production 
of craft beer 

3:40 - 4:00 p.m., Andrea Messa (Ass. Grani 
dell’Asta del Serio): Innovating mechanization 
for traditional mountain cultivars 

4.00 - 4.20 p.m., Matteo Colosio (CFP Clu-
sone): The culture of cultivation in education 

4.20 - 5:00 p.m, Final discussion and conclu-
sions 

Alpfoodway: creating sustainable develop-
ment valorizing Alpine food cultural heritage 

The AlpFoodway project has 14 partners, in-
cluding the Comunità Montana della Val Ca-
monica, and 40 observers in six Alpine coun-
tries and proposes an interdisciplinary, trans-
national and participatory approach to Alpine 
Food Cultural Heritage. The most ambitious 
goal of AlpFoodway is to create the basis for 

http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/workshop-potenzialita-e-problematiche-del-rilancio-di-cultivar-locali-tradizionali-di-montagna-esperienze-confronto/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/workshop-potenzialita-e-problematiche-del-rilancio-di-cultivar-locali-tradizionali-di-montagna-esperienze-confronto/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/workshop-potenzialita-e-problematiche-del-rilancio-di-cultivar-locali-tradizionali-di-montagna-esperienze-confronto/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/alpfoodway-creare-sviluppo-sostenibile-valorizzando-il-patrimonio-culturale-alimentare-alpino/
http://www.unimontagna.it/en/unimont-media/alpfoodway-creare-sviluppo-sostenibile-valorizzando-il-patrimonio-culturale-alimentare-alpino/
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obtaining  recognition as UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage for Alpine Food Culture.    

AlpFoodway conducts extensive work studying 
and inventorying production processes in 
search of common denominators that define In-
tangible Cultural Alpine food Heritage  which is 
characterized by the presence of food pro-
duced by similar transformation processes, 
knowledge, traditions and rituals in the whole 
of the Alps.  

The valorisation of such products, through 
which alpine cultural identity is preserved, at 
the same time also guarantees ecological and 
economic resources for the territorial develop-
ment of marginal alpine areas.  

The project leader is Polo Poschiavo, Val Ca-
monica is one of the pilot areas. 

AlpFoodway is funded under Programma Inter-
reg Alpine Space. 

In addition to farms, this event is also open to 
agronomists and agritourisms. Traditional local 
cultivars of Lombardy will be presented with 
their potential and their cultivation problems, 
and good technical and scientific practices for 
their proper conservation and valorization, 
both on farm (open field cultivation) and ex 
situ (conservation of seeds) will be explained. 
The procedure for inclusion of cultivars in the 
MIPAAF National Register of Conservation Vari-
eties will also be explained together with the 
use of alternative regulatory instruments suit-
able for the recovery of traditional cultivars, 
such as National Law 194/2015 (National Regis-
try of these products), in addition to the poten-
tial measures of the 2014-2020 RDP under 
which farms can apply to preserve traditional 
cultivars. 
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Confindustria: scende in campo a favore della 
montagna 
IlDubbio – 26 March 2018 

Dalle Alpi agli Appennini: Confindustria scende in 
campo a favore della montagna 
Il Nord Est Quotidiano – 24 March 2018 

Nasce la rete di Confindustria a favore della mon-
tagna 
BergamoNews - 23 March 2018 

CONFINDUSTRIA TRENTO * PRESENTATA A CORTINA 
D’AMPEZZO LA NUOVA RETE DEI TERRITORIALI 
Agenzia giornalistica Opinione - 23 March 2018 

Dalle Alpi agli Appennini: Confindustria per la mon-
tagna 
Il Friuli – 23 March 2018 

AlpFoodWay, un progetto per preservare la cultura 
alimentare di montagna 
Green Planner – 23 March 2018 

«Non più luoghi depressi e da assistere»: nasce 
Confindustria per la Montagna 
Montagna.tv – 22 March 2018 

Nasce Confindustria per la montagna per svilup-
pare le imprese nelle aree alte 
Affaritaliani.it - 21 March 2018 

L’Università della Montagna a “Fa la Cosa Giusta”, 
fiera del consumo critico e stili di vita sostenibili … 
Lo Scarpone Cai – 20 March 2018 

Anche l’UniMont di Edolo alla ‘Confindustria per 
la Montagna‘ 
Gazzetta delle Valli – 17 March 2018 

UN LABORATORIO PER LA MONTAGNA 
Più Valli TV – 9 March 2018 

Al via le iniziative di formazione “Italian Mountain 
Lab” 
MountainBlog (Comunicati Stampa) (Blog) – 7 March 
2018 

Giovani agricoltori social della montagna 
Metro – 7 March 2018 

I coltivatori dell’oro rosso: dalla Valcamonica al 
Garda fiorisce il prezioso zafferano 
Il Giorno – 1 March 2018 

http://www.unimontagna.it/pubblicazioni/phytochemical-sensorial-characterization-hyssopus-officinalis-subsi-aristatus-godr-nyman-lamiaceae-gc-ms-hplc-ud_sad-spectrophotometric-assay-e-nose-aid-chemometric-techn/
http://www.unimontagna.it/pubblicazioni/phytochemical-sensorial-characterization-hyssopus-officinalis-subsi-aristatus-godr-nyman-lamiaceae-gc-ms-hplc-ud_sad-spectrophotometric-assay-e-nose-aid-chemometric-techn/
http://www.unimontagna.it/pubblicazioni/phytochemical-sensorial-characterization-hyssopus-officinalis-subsi-aristatus-godr-nyman-lamiaceae-gc-ms-hplc-ud_sad-spectrophotometric-assay-e-nose-aid-chemometric-techn/
http://www.unimontagna.it/pubblicazioni/phytochemical-sensorial-characterization-hyssopus-officinalis-subsi-aristatus-godr-nyman-lamiaceae-gc-ms-hplc-ud_sad-spectrophotometric-assay-e-nose-aid-chemometric-techn/
http://www.unimontagna.it/pubblicazioni/phytochemical-sensorial-characterization-hyssopus-officinalis-subsi-aristatus-godr-nyman-lamiaceae-gc-ms-hplc-ud_sad-spectrophotometric-assay-e-nose-aid-chemometric-techn/
http://www.unimontagna.it/pubblicazioni/phytochemical-sensorial-characterization-hyssopus-officinalis-subsi-aristatus-godr-nyman-lamiaceae-gc-ms-hplc-ud_sad-spectrophotometric-assay-e-nose-aid-chemometric-techn/
http://ildubbio.news/ildubbio/2018/03/23/confindustria-scende-in-campo-a-favore-della-montagna-4/
http://ildubbio.news/ildubbio/2018/03/23/confindustria-scende-in-campo-a-favore-della-montagna-4/
http://www.ilnordestquotidiano.it/2018/03/24/dalle-alpi-agli-appennini-confindustria-scende-in-campo-a-favore-della-montagna/
http://www.ilnordestquotidiano.it/2018/03/24/dalle-alpi-agli-appennini-confindustria-scende-in-campo-a-favore-della-montagna/
https://www.bergamonews.it/2018/03/23/nasce-la-rete-confindustria-favore-della-montagna/278804/
https://www.bergamonews.it/2018/03/23/nasce-la-rete-confindustria-favore-della-montagna/278804/
http://www.agenziagiornalisticaopinione.it/lancio-dagenzia/confindustria-trento-presentata-cortina-dampezzo-la-nuova-rete-dei-territoriali/
http://www.agenziagiornalisticaopinione.it/lancio-dagenzia/confindustria-trento-presentata-cortina-dampezzo-la-nuova-rete-dei-territoriali/
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https://www.facebook.com/PiuValliTV/videos/1466167000179425/
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